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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


( 

3HAIRMAN 

1 

Joseph  A.  Harlow 

CLERK 

Mrs. 

William  P.  Argy 

, 

COMMITTEE 

Name 

Residence 

Term  expires 

Mrs.  William  P.  Argy 

Turners  Falls 

1947 

Samuel  Blassberg 

Turners  Falls 

1948 

Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Charron 

Turners  Falls 

1947 

Raymond  George 

Montague 

1949 

Mrs.  George  A.  Gunn,  Jr 

,    Montague 

1947 

Joseph  A.  Harlow 

Turners  Falls 

1949 

Eugene  Koch 

Turners  Falls 

1948 

Wayne  Pleasant 

Turners  Falls 

1948 

Philip  D.  Shanahan 

Turners  Falls 

1949 

Regular  meetings  of  the  School  Committee  are  held  on  the 
last  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7 :30  p.m.  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Arthur  E.  Burke,  15  Crocker  Avenue, 

Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  Tel.  534 

Office :  Turners  Falls  High  School  -  Tel.  505 

Secretary  to  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Catherine  M.  Kelley,  8  Chestnut  Street, 
Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  Tel.  529 

Office  hours :  Daily  8 :30  a.m.  to  12 :00 

1:15  p.m.  to    5:00 

Saturday         9  p.m.  to    5 : 00 

The  Superintendent  may  be  seen  at  his  office  by  appoint- 
ment. 
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ROSTER  OF  TEACHERS 

Turners  Falls  High  School 


Began  Service 

Name  of  Teacher 

Position 

in  Montague 

George  F.  Wrightson 

Principal 

1929 

Earl  E.  Lorden 

History,  Coach 

1922 

Richard  E.  Putnam 

Science,  Physical  Education      1946 

Charles  H,  Galvin 

Science 

1931 

John  E.  Welch 

Science,  History 

1943 

Bernard  J.  Foley 

Latin,  English 

1937 

Louise  M.  Clark 

Latin 

1933 

Welcome  Ayer 

English 

1920 

Alice  Teed 

English,  Speech 

1929 

Helen  McGillicuddy 

English 

1932 

Esther  Dillon 

Spanish 

1946 

Florence  C.  Porter 

French 

1934 

Evelyn  C.  Lindsay 

Mathematics 

1928 

Edward  M.  Vinten 

Math.,  History 

1945 

Ohve  L.  Little 

Commercial 

1926 

Eileen  R.  Maguire 

Commercial 

1945 

Alice  H.  Reum 

Home  Economics 

1937 

George  Richason 

Math.,  Science 

1939 

Margaret  Crean 

Com.  Geography,  Mathematics  1937 

Therese  Parks 

Sec.  to  Principal 

1945 

The  Grammar  School 


Waldo  J.  Perkins 

Prin.,  Man.  Ti 

Rose  E.  Shanahan 

Grade  7 

Anna  R.  Daley 

Grade  7 

Blondena  J.  Argy 

Grades 

Mrs.  Ellen  A.  Treml 

Grade  8 

Irene  E.  Hanifin 

Grade  6 

Rita  E.  Conway 

Grade  6 

Agnes  Hanifin 

Grade  5 

Lucille  Grogan 

Grade  5 

Grace  L.  Randall 

Special  Class 

1917 
1911 
1921 
1904 
1933 
1939 
1936 
1932 
1946 


New  Eighth  Street  School 

Margaret  E.  Shea  Principal,  Grade  3 

Catherine  H.  Leary  Grade  3 

Marian  S.  Bean  Grade  4 

Mollie  Stratton  Kindergarten 


1910 
1914 
1946 
1942 
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Central  Street  School 

Began  Service 

Name  of  Teacher 

Position 

in  Montague 

Mrs.  Marjorie  O'Connell 

Principal,  Grade  1 

1935 

Elizabeth  Alexander 

Grade  1 

1944 

Marjorie  E,  Studer 

Grade  2 

1933 

Margaret  R.  Cruise 

Grade  2 

1946 

South  End  School 

Mrs.  H.  Josephine  Foster 

Principal,  Grades  3-4 

1902 

Mary  A.  Miner 

Grades  1-2 

1923 

Montague  City  School 

Elizabeth  E.  Ramage 

Principal,  Grades  1-2 

1917 

Sophie  M.  Matus 

Grades  5-6 

1946 

Lenita  Clark 

•  Grades  3-4 

1944 

Highland  School,  Millers  Falls 

Frederick  B.  Oakes 

Principal,  Grade  8 

1943 

Mrs.  Jessie  L.  Wheeler 

Grade  7 

1915 

Marion  L.  Gee 

Grade  6 

1943 

Agnes  Griffin 

Grade  5 

1926 

Beatrice  Albert 

Grade  4 

1928 

Patricia  Beaubien 

Grades 

1946 

Mary  C.  O'Brien 

Grade  2 

1944 

Christine  Batten 

Grade  1 

1945 

Eva  Kaye 

Grade  1 

1943 

Marian  E.  Cowan 

Special  Class 
Supervisors 

1930 

Lydia  DesOrmeaux 

Art 

1923 

Florence  E.  Argy 

Vocal  Music 

1931 

Benjamin  Weiner 

Instrumental  Music 

1946 

Mrs.  Helen  C.  Reidy 

Physical  Director 

1941 

Mrs.  Beda  Langevin 

Lip  Reading 

1946 

School  Nurse 
Euphrasia  Purrington,  R.N. 


1945 


School  Physicians 

Dr.  Kenneth  W.  B.  Jacobus  Turners  Falls 

Dr.  Warren  D.  Thomas        Millers  Falls  and  Montague 
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Louis  Puhala 
George  Villeneuve 
Edward  P.  Shanahan 
Harry  Escott 

Edg-ar  J.  Mullins 

Frank  Gewehr 
John  D.  PajTie 


Janitors 

Turners  Falls  High  School 
Turners  Falls  High  School 
The  Grammar  School 
New   Eighth    Street    and    Central 
Street  Schools 
Repairman  -  Janitor     South     End 

School 
Montague  City  School 
Highland  School,  Millers  Falls 


James  P.  McHugh 


Attendance  Officer 

Turners  Falls 
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CALENDAR  FOR  1947 

High  School 

Open  January  6,  1947 
Close  February  21,  1947      . 

Vacation  1  week  ■ 

Open  March  3,  1947 
Close  April  18,  1947 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  April  28,  1947 
Close  June  20,  1947 


Open  September  2,  1947   , 
Close  December  19,  1947 


7  weeks 

7  weeks 

8  weeks 
22  weeks 
16  weeks 


Elementary  School 


Open  January  6,  1947 
Close  February  21,  1947 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  March  3,  1947 
Close  April  18,  1947 

Vacation  1  week 
Open  April  28,  1947 
Close  June  13,  1947 


Open  September  2,  1947 
Close  December  19,  1947 


7  weeks 

7  weeks 

7  weeks 
21  weeks 
16  weeks 


SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS 

Good  Friday  -  Friday,  April  4,  1947 

Memorial  Day  -  Friday,  May  30,  1947 

Franklin  County  Fair  -  Wednesday,  Sept.  10,  1947 

Columbus  Day  -  Monday,  October  13,  1947 

Franklin  County  Teachers  Conference  -  Friday, 
October  24,  1947 

Armistice  Day  -  Tuesday,  November  11,  1947 

Thanksgiving  Recess  -  Thursday  and  Friday, 
November  27-28,  1947 
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NO-SCHOOL  SIGNAL 

It  will  be  the  policy  of  the  School  Department  to  sound 
the  NO-SCHOOL  sigTial  only  in  cases  of  extreme  weather  con- 
ditions. Many  pupils  are  transported  to  school  and  conditions 
in  the  several  precincts  may  vary  so  that  it  may  be  difficult 
to  reach  a  decision  that  is  equally  fair  to  all  pupils. 

Therefore,  when  it  has  been  decided  to  keep  schools  open 
on  stormy  days,  parents  are  urged  to  exercise  their  personal 
judgment  as  to  the  wisdom  of  sending  their  children  to  school, 
school. 

The  NO-SCHOOL  SIGNAL  will  be  two  blasts  of  the  fire 
alarm  signal  repeated  once  (2-2)  .... 

at  7:15  a.  m.  indicates  NO-SCHOOL  for  Turners  Falls 
High  School. 

at  7:45  a.  m.  indicates  NO  MORNING  SESSION  in  ele- 
mentary schools. 

at  12:30  p.  m.  indicates  NO  AFTERNOON  SESSION  in 
elementary  schools. 

The  NO-SCHOOL  announcement  will  be  made  from 
Radio  Station  WHAI. 

At  MILLERS  FALLS  the  signal  will  be  two  blasts  of  the 
fire  alarm  signal  repeated  once  (2-2) .  At  MONTAGUE  CEN- 
TER the  pupils  will  have  to  depend  chiefly  on  the  radio  an- 
nouncement from  Station  WHAI  and  information  from  the 
drivers  of  the  school  busses  who  will  use  all  means  possible  to 
circulate  information. 

AGE  OF  ADMISSION  TO  SCHOOL 

Any  child  five  and  one-half  years  of  age  on  or  before 
October  1  may  be  admitted  to  the  first  grade  but  in  every  case 
the  admission  of  children  under  six  years  of  age  shall  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  fitness  of  the  child  to  profit  by  the  work  of 
the  school,  such  fitness  to  be  determined  by  the  superintend- 
ent. Pupils  under  seven  years  of  age  who  have  not  previously 
attended  school  shall  not  be  permitted  to  enter  later  than 
thirty  days  after  the  opening  of  school  in  September. 

SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE 

Every  child  between  seven  and  sixteen  years  of  age  who 
does  not  meet  the  requirements  for  the  completion  of  the  six- 
th grade  of  the  public  schools  shall  attend  day  school  in  this 
town  or  some  other  day  school  approved  by  the  school  com- 
mittee, during  the  entire  time  that  the  schools  are  in  session 
unless  the  physical  or  mental  condition  of  the  child  is  such  as 
to  render  attendance  inexpedient  or  impracticable. 
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EMPLOYMENT  CERTIFICATES 

Employment  permits  may  be  issued  to  boys  and  girls 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  to  work  only  when  the  schools 
are  not  in  session.  Educational  certificates  for  boys  and  girls 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  21  may  be  issued  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  the  Turners  Falls  High 
School  building.  All  persons  must  make  personal  application 
and  present  evidence  of  date  and  place  of  birth  and  grade  of 
school  last  completed. 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  30,  1947 
To  the  Citizens  of  Montague: 

My  report  for  the  year  1946  is  very  brief  because  I  feel 
that  the  committee's  actions  will  speak  better  than  my  words 
and  besides  I  don't  believe  anybody  reads  this  report  anyway. 
We  have  met  the  usual  number  of  times  to  properly  perform 
our  duties  and  I  want  to  commend  the  members  for  good  at- 
tendance and  at  the  same  time  I  want  to  thank  Mr.  Burke  for 
his  assistance. 

The  Montague  Center  school  is  in  the  blue  print  stage 
awaiting  lower  costs  and  availability  of  materials.  The  13th. 
year  at  High  School  failed  to  materialize  for  lack  of  interest 
as  did  the  Americanization  classes.  A  kindergarten  was  es- 
tablished in  a  vacant  room  at  the  New  Eighth  Street  school 
with  31  pupils.  The  additional  land  was  purchased,  the  blea- 
chers are  here  and  the  fence  for  the  athletic  field  is  in  process 
of  erection.  A  school  car  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
school  nurse  and  supervisors. 

School  properties  are  being  used  more  and  more  by  civic 
organizations  and  others,  particularly  the  High  School  Gym 
by  The  Turners  Falls  Athletic  Club.  A  request  has  been  re- 
ceived for  transportation  of  the  upper  grade  pupils  from 
South  End  School  to  the  Grammar  School.  In  the  interest  of 
strict  economy  we  should  close  the  South  End  school  entirely. 
A  request  for  the  teaching  of  the  Polish  language  was  receiv- 
ed. This  course  is  made  mandatory  by  an  act  of  the  legislature 
but  they  neglected  to  provide  properly  trained  teachers  for 
this  course.  A  further  adjustment  of  school  department  sal- 
aries appears  inevitable. 

1946  Budget  and  Net  Cost  of  Schools  to  Town 

1946— Salaries      $149,378.25 

Expenses      50,431.00 


Total  $199,809.25 
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By  virtue  of  the  School  Department,  the  Town  of  Montague 
has  received  the  following  amounts  in  form  of  reimbursements 
and  receipts : 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

General  School  Fund — Teachers'  Salaries  .  .  $11,243.20 

Tuition  of  State  Wards  -  1945   2,089.67 

Tuition  of  State  Wards  -  1946   3,078.45 

Town  of  Erving : 

High  School  Tuition   3,781.00 

Town  of  Gill : 

High  School  Tuition    2,443.24 

Tuition  paid  by  individuals 228.12 

Rentals,  Cafeteria  and  Gymnasium 335.00 

Books  and  Supplies  Sold,  telephone  tolls  ....  9.07 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS    $23,207.75 

Unexpended  appropriation  returned  to  town  .  64.56 

TOTAL  CREDITS   $23,272.31 

Net  Cost  of  Support  of  Schools $176,536.94 

(total  appropriation  less  credits). 

The  Town  of  Montague  also  received  the  sum  of  $67,263.89 
in  the  adjustment  of  insurance  on  the  Montague  Center  School, 
totally  destroyed  by  fire.  This  sum  makes  up  a  major  portion 
of  the  $135,000  voted  for  construction  of  a  new  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  A.  HARLOW,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  13,  1947 

To  the  School  Committe  of  the  Town  of  Montague : 

I  present  herewith  my  tenth  annual  report  as  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools  in  the  Town  of  Montague.  This  is  the  forty-ninth 
in  the  series  of  annual  reports  presented  by  the  School  Depart- 
ment. 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  a  record  of  the  activi- 
ties made  possible  by  the  generosity  of  the  tax-payers  of  Mont- 
ague in  the  annual  and  special  appropriations.  From  this  re- 
cord the  citizens  of  the  town  may  know  what  progress  has  been 
made  and  how  the  funds  have  been  spent.  The  public  has  exem- 
plified a  deep  interest  in  our  schools  and  has  appropriated 
funds  for  the  following  projects  during  1946 : 

1.  January  12,  1946  -  for  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a 
school  building  in  Montague  Center  $6,000 

2.  March  9,  1946  -  regular  appropriation  for  School  De- 
partment $191,809.25 

3.  March  9,  1946  -  to  raze  the  remains  of  burned  school 
at  Montague  $7,500.00 

4.  March  9,  1946  -  for  construction  of  a  new  school  at 
Montague  Center  ($67,263.89  from  fire  insurance) 

$135,000.00 

5.  March  9,  1946  -  for  purchase  of  automobile  for  School 
Department  $1,075.00 

6.  March  9,  1946  -  for  purchase  of  two  parcels  of  land 
adjoining  and  adjacent  to  high  school  property 

$12,500.00 

7.  March  9,  1946  -  for  tuition  of  pupils  at  Vocational 
School  $1,500.00 

8.  June  5,  1946  -  for  adjustment  of  school  department 
salaries  $8,000.00 

9.  Sept.  30,  1946  -  for  purchase  of  bleachers  and  fence 
at  High  School  Athletic  Field  $11,000.00 

By  endorsing  the  above  projects  the  citizens  have  shown 
their  concern  in  the  maintenance  of  a  strong  school  system  and 
have  given  testimony  that  they  realize  how  intimately  the  pros- 
perity and  welfare  of  a  community  may  be  associated  with  its 
schools.  One  of  the  first  inquiries  of  prospective  residents  is 
about  the  standard  of  the  schools.  Our  citizens  have  expressed 
their  confidence  in  school  officials  and  have  demonstrated 
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their  willingness  to  provide  the  best  in  public  education  re- 
gardless of  heavy  cost.  The  members  of  the  School  Department 
have  exhibited  their  willingness  to  give  their  best  in  dealing 
with  the  all-important  task  of  teaching  and  the  management 
and  operation  of  the  Montague  School  System. 

ENROLMENT 

The  enrolment  of  the  Public  Schools  on  October  1,  1946, 
was  1320  as  compared  with  1254  on  October  1,  1945.  Com- 
pared with  that  of  the  previous  year  the  enrolment  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Comparative  Enrolment  of  Public  Schools  of 
Montague  1945-1946 


o 
bo 


c3 


?-i  o 


o  w 
MM 


II 


§G  ^ 


1945 
1946 


445 
460 


249 
240 


69 

82 


103 
97 


50 

47 


70 

77 


110 
286 


158 


31 


1254 
1320 


GRADE  DISTRIBUTION 

Oct.  1, 1945 

Kindergarten 0 

Grade  1   102 

2  120 

3  91 

4  80 

5  90 

6  106 

7  101 

8  100 

9  117 

10  125 

11  99 

12 100 

Post  Graduates 2 

Special  Class  21 

Total  1,254 


Oct.  1, 1946 

31 
129 

96 
121 

87 

76 

92 
105 

98 
126 
107 
120 

97 

10 

25 


1,320 
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ATTENDANCE 

In  June  1946  the  School  Department  awarded  eighty  certi- 
ficates for  Perfect  Attendance  to  pupils  who  attended  school 
every  day  from  Sepember  1945  to  June  1946.  The  following 
table  shows  the  comparative  number  of  per  attendance  certi- 
ficates awarded  during  the  past  seven  years : 

No.  No. 

High  School        Per-     Elementary       Per-  Per- 

Year  Certificates    centage  Certificates    centage  Total        centage 


1940 

145 

26.7% 

150 

15.8% 

295 

19.8% 

1941 

120 

24 

120 

12.7 

240 

16.5 

1942 

126 

22.8 

99 

10 

225 

16.5 

1943 

100 

21.7 

42 

5 

142 

11 

1944 

58 

12 

43 

5 

101 

7.7 

1945 

43 

9.5 

65 

7.9 

108 

8.4 

1946 

41 

9.2 

39 

4.8 

80 

6.8 

From  the  above  statistics  it  is  evident  that  there  have  been 
fewer  perfect  attendance  records  during  recent  years  than  for- 
merly. In  1940  approximately  20%  of  our  total  enrolment  had 
perfect  attendance  records.  This  has  decreased  to  6.8%  in  1946. 

It  is  sound  procedure  to  expect  that  parents  will  assume 
the  responsibility  of  seeing  to  it  that  their  children  are  in  school 
unless  there  are  legitimate  reasons  for  absence  such  as  illness, 
family  emergency,  or  bad  weather.  Invalid  absence  involves 
the  parent's  consent.  Truancy,  on  the  other  hand,  is  usually  ab- 
sence from  school  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  par- 
ent or  school.  In  situations  which  have  become  acute  and  where 
the  absence  records  are  serious,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  School 
Department  to  notify  the  parents  by  telephone,  if  possible,  and 
to  send  the  school  nurse  to  investigate  the  case  before  report- 
ing the  case  to  the  atendance  officer. 

The  requirement  of  a  written  note  from  the  parents  stat- 
ing the  cause  of  the  absence  helps  to  assure  teachers  of  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  statement  and  places  some  significance  to  days 
lost  from  school. 

Generally  speaking,  our  attendance  compares  favorably 
with  that  of  other  towns  and  cities.  However,  it  is  our  opinion 
that  there  are  instances  of  pupils  staying  out  of  school  for  tri- 
vial reasons  and  for  purposes  that  do  not  warrant  the  loss  of 
school  time. 

The  annual  report  of  Mr.  James  J.  McHugh,  Attendance 
Officer,  records  forty-one  cases  investigated  to  determine  the 
cause  of  absence  from  school.  The  detailed  report  is  as  follows : 
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Excused  because  of  illness 12 

Absent  with  parents'  consent 6 

Other  reasonable  excuses   2 

Truancy    21 


41 


TUITION  PUPILS 


Tuition  pupils  enrolled  at  Turners  Falls  High  School  on 
October  1,  1946,  were  residents  of  the  following  towns : 

Gill    39 

Erving    27 

Greenfield    3 

State  Wards 3  '    ' 

Total    72 

The  high  school  tuition  rate,  as  approved  by  the  School 
Committee  for  the  year,  September  1946  to  June  1947,  is  $162 
pear  year.  This  rate  contrasts  with  a  fee  of  $138.21  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  reason  for  the  increase  in  tuition  at  the  high 
school  is  due  mostly  to  a  slight  increase  in  the  cost  of  operation 
and  a  decrease  of  thirty-two  pupils  in  the  average  membership. 
A  comparison  of  the  past  two  years  in  respect  to  the  above 
factors  is  as  follows : 

1945  $63,760.00     Cost 

'  =  $138.31 

461  Average  Membership 

1946  $69,220.00     Cost 

=  $161.35 

429  Average  Membership 

The  elementary  school  costs  showed  a  slight  decrease.  A 
comparison  of  the  tuition  rate  for  the  two  years  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools  is  as  follows : 

1945  $96,718.52     Cost 

=  $119.70 

802  Average  Membership 

1946  $95,167.31     Cost 

=:  $117.49 

810  Average  Membership 

The  Town  of  Montague  is  affording  tuition  for  the  fol- 
lowing day  school  students : 

6  pupils  at  Greenfield  Vocational  School 

1  pupil  at  Waltham  Trade  School 

2  pupils  at  New  Salem  Academy 
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In  addition  to  the  above  the  town  is  also  paying  tuition  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  cents  per  hour  for  veterans  who  are  pursu- 
ing- "on  the  job  courses"  at  the  Greenfield  Evening  Vocational 
School  in  the  following  trades : 

12  students  in  Carpentry  Training  Course 
6  students  in  Plumbing  Apprentice  Course 
,  2  students  in  Auto  Apprentice  Training  Course 

4  students  in  Machine  Shop  Apprentice  Course 
1  student    in  Electrician's  Apprentice  Course 

KINDERGARTEN 

A  kindergarten  class  was  instituted  in  September  1946  at 
the  New  8th  St.  School  with  Miss  Mollie  Stratton  as,  teacher. 
The  class  had  an  initial  enrolment  of  thirty-one  boys  and  girls. 
Because  of  the  size  of  the  group  it  was  decided  to  divide  the 
class  into  two  sections  with  one-half  attending  the  morning 
session  and  the  other  group  attending  the  afternoon  session. 
The  kindergarten  hours  are  from  9  a.m.  to  11 :30  a.m.  and  from 
1:30  p.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Kindergarten  is  not  an  institution  devoted  solely  to  the 
entertainment  and  care  of  small  children.  It  recognizes  certain 
educational  responsibilities  such  as  development  of  health,  in- 
struction in  organized  community  life,  development  of  manual 
skills,  introduction  of  the  pupils  to  rhythm,  music,  art  and 
other  expressions  and  appreciations. 

It  is  hoped  that  children  who  are  having  the  benefit  of 
kindergarten  training  will  have  an  advantage  when  they  enter 
the  first  grade.  Kindergarten  pupils  are  having  opportunities 
to  participate  in  social  situations  and  are  being  exposed  to  the 
elemental  phases  of  reading,  writing  and  numbers.  Interests 
are  being  developed  and  widened  as  they  progress  with  the 
group.  It  will  be  interesting  to  study  the  relative  progress  of 
those  who  are  having  kindergarten  training  with  those  who 
are  unable  to  attend  this  form  of  pre-primary  instruction. 

SALARY  SCHEDULE  REVISION 

During  the  past  year  considerable  time  and  study  has  been 
devoted  to  the  revision  of  our  salary  schedule.  The  previous 
schedule  had  been  in  effect  since  September  1930  and  needed  to 
be  changed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  present  conditions.  The 
determination  of  teachers'  salaries  in  the  community  is  a  pro- 
blem which  should  receive  the  sincere  consideration  of  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  program  and  in  the  standards  of  the 
schools  for  it  is  probable  that  over  a  period  of  years  the  quali- 
ty of  instruction  is  about  as  good  as  the  compensation  paid. 
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In  framing  the  salary  schedule  attention  was  given  to  the 
following  factors : 

(1)  The  community's  financial  condition  and  ability  to  pay 

(2)  The  community's  educational  position  and  standing 

(3)  A  comparison  of  our  salary  schedule  with  schedules  of 

towns  and  communities  of  comparable  size  and  valua- 
tion 

(4)  The  teacher's  economic  position 

a.  cost  of  living  in  the  community 

b.  standards  of  living  teachers  have  to  maintain  together 
with  the  cost  of  professional  improvement 

c.  comparison  of  teachers'  salaries  with  those  of  other  oc- 
.     cupations 

(5)  Teachers'  educational  qualifications 

a.  professional  training 

b.  teaching  efficiency 
.c.  years  of  experience 

d.  teacher's  professional  growth  (what  has  been  done  to 
make  the  teacher  more  valuable  to  the  school  and  to  the 
community) 

The  previous  salary  schedule  was  based  upon  the  place- 
ment or  position  of  the  teacher  in  the  school  system.  In  other 
words,  under  the  old  salary  schedule  a  teacher  employed  in  the 
first  six  grades  could  reach  a  certain  maximum.  Teachers  in 
Grades  7-9  were  governed  by  another  maximum  and  the  sen- 
ior high  school  teachers  enjoyed  a  third  salary  maximum. 

The  revised  schedule  is  what  is  known  as  "a  single  salary 
schedule."  A  teacher  may  receive  the  same  amount  of  salary  for 
efficient  work  in  Grade  1  as  in  Grade  12,  providing  that  her 
academic  training  and  years  of  experience  are  equal. 

The  School  Committee  also  revised  the  schedule  in  con- 
formity with  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws  which  provided 
a  new  minimum  salary  of  $1200  and  stated  that  women  tea- 
chers employed  in  the  same  grade  and  doing  the  same  type  of 
work  with  the  same  preparation  and  training  as  men  teachers 
should  be  paid  at  the  same  rate  as  men  teachers. 

Our  present  salary  schedule,  although  in  effect  only  four 
months,  now  faces  the  need  of  further  revision.  Much  has  been 
done  throughout  the  state  and  nation  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  our  public  school  teachers.  The  salaries  of  teachers  should 
be  sufficiently  large  to  attract  capable  young  men  and  women 
to  the  profession  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  these  men  and 
women  to  effect  some  savings  and  to  give  them  some  reim- 
bursement for  the  investment  that  they  have  made  in  education 
and  to  encourage  them  to  further  professional  study. 
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Our  teachers'  salaries  should  be  sufficiently  high  to  jus- 
tify looking  upon  teaching  as  a  worthwhile  career.  A  good  sal- 
ary schedule  will  attract  and  retain  the  best  prepared  profes- 
sional employees.  A  high  degree  of  morale  will  accompany  an 
ample  reward  and  recognition  of  professional  advancement 
will  result  in  higher  teaching  efficiency.  A  community  should 
take  pride  in  the  fact  that  it  is  able  to  point  out  that  perhaps 
an  adequate  salary  schedule  is  one  reason  that  it  has  retained 
good  teachers  and  maintained  high  standards. 

As  we  write  this  report,  many  of  the  communities  in  this 
area  have  increased  the  salaries  of  their  teachers  so  that  their 
salary  schedules  compare  very  favorably  with  ours  and  in  many 
instances  their  salary  schedules  are  more  attractive  than  those 
of  the  Town  of  Montague.  It  is  recommended  that  the  School 
Committee  give  serious  consideration  to  this  matter  previous 
to  the  annual  Town  Meeting  because  it  will  be  necessary  to 
grant  a  further  increment  in  order  to  place  teachers'  salaries 
on  an  equitable  basis  with  those  of  other  occupations. 


VETERANS'  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM 

The  crowded  conditions  at  the  colleges  caused  school  of- 
ficials to  investigate  the  possibility  of  instituting  a  thirteenth 
year  at  Turners  Falls  High  School  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  were  unable  to  secure  admission  to  college.  In 
May  1946,  it  was  reported  that  twenty-four  high  school  seniors 
had  applied  to  higher  institutions  of  learning  and  that  none 
had  received  any  definite  assurance  of  acceptance.  Local  school 
officials  conferred  with  the  Office  of  the  Dean  at  Massachu- 
setts State  College  and  received  the  approval  of  that  institu- 
tion and  also  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Education  for 
the  establishment  of  the  thirteenth  year  program  at  the  Turn- 
.ers  Falls  High  School. 

Examinations  were  conducted  at  Mass.  State  College  for 
the  applicants.  However,  on  September  15  there  were  only 
seven  candidates  who  had  registered  for  admission  to  the  thir- 
teenth year  at  the  Turners  Falls  High  School  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  drop  the  program  because  of  lack  of  interest. 
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USE  OF  SCHOOL  PROPERTY 

During  the  past  year  the  School  Department  has  permit- 
ted the  use  of  the  High  School  property,  upon  proper  applica- 
tion, by  the  Turners  Falls  Athletic  Club  to  sponsor  basketball 
contests;  by  the  Turners  Falls  Women's  Club,  Junior  Women's. 
Club,  and  Girl  Scout  Troops  for  meetings.  It  is  pleasing  to  re- 
port that  all  of  these  activities  have  been  supervised  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  School  Committee 
and  that  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any  abuse  of  the 
school  property. 

Rental  fees  received  for  the  use  of  school  property  are 
turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer.  These  receipts  cannot  be 
used  to  help  pay  the  increased  expenses  of  lighting  or  heating. 

TESTING  PROGRAM 

Standard  Achievement  Tests  were  administered  to  pupils 
of  the  first  seven  grades  of  the  school  system.  Grades  eight 
and  eleven  were  tested  by  the  Cooperative  Guidance  and  Test- 
ing Service  of  Boston  University.  The  results  of  the  testing  pro- 
gram were  satisfactory  and  the  results  from  Montague  were 
compared  with  New  England  and  national  norms.  The  super- 
visors of  the  Boston  University  testing  program  revealed  that 
our  system  ranked  high  in  Reading  Comprehension,  Mathema- 
tical Reasoning,  Mathematics  Fundamentals.  Although  Spelling 
was  above  the  stardard  norm,  it  was  one  of  our  lowest  subjects 
and  it  is  recommended  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  this 
phase  of  our  educational  program. 

MONTAGUE  CENTER  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  PUPILS 

The  pupils  of  the  first  eight  grades  of  the  Montague  Cen- 
ter precinct  have  been  transported  to  the  Highland  School, 
Millers  Falls,  since  Jauary  1946.  The  combined  enrolment  in 
the  Highland  School  was  as  follows  on  October  25,  1946 : 

Highland  School — Enrolment  by  Communities 


Grade 

Millers  Falls 

Lake  Pleasant 

Montague 

TOTAL 

8 

10 

.     4 

18 

32 

7 

10 

6 

17 

33 

6 

14 

4 

17 

35 

5 

8. 

5 

13 

26 

4 

12 

5 

14 

31 

3 

15 

6 

17 

38 

2 

11 

5 

14 

30 

1 

20 

9 

18 

47 

Special 

4 

1 

11 

16 

TOTAL  104  45  139  288 
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In  order  to  accommodate  all  the  pupils  it  was  necessary  to 
install  a  partition  in  the  assembly  hall  of  the  Highland  School 
and  thus  make  two  temporary  classrooms.  One  of  these  rooms 
was  used  for  the  Special  Class  and,  in  October,  1946,  the  other 
room  was  used  to  accommodate  a  first  g-rade  which  was  the  re- 
sult of  a  division  of  an  unusally  large  first  grade. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Montague  Center  and  Millers 
Falls  pupils  has  presented  some  problems  and  inconveniences 
to  both  the  Millers  Falls  and  Montague  Center  pupils.  How- 
ever, there  may  be  some  advantages  to  such  a  combination  such 
as  the  opportunities  that  are  available  in  a  single  grade  for  all 
pupils  and  equal  educational  facilities  for  the  pupils  of  both 
precincts. 

Prospects  for  a  new  building  at  Montague  Center  do  not 
seem  to  be  too  bright  for  the  immediate  future.  The  present 
situation  in  respect  to  the  availability  of  building  material  for- 
bids any  definite  action.  Plans  and  specifications  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Building  Committee,  based  on  the  appropriation 
of  $135,000  which  was  made  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting  in 
March.  However,  the  present  costs  of  labor  and  materials  are 
increased  so  that  $200,000  might  be  needed  today  in  order  to 
construct  a  building  in  accordance  with  the  accepted  specifica- 
tions. 

Satisfactory  adjustment  was  made  with  the  insurance 
agents  after  the  Montague  Center  School  was  lost  by  fire.  The 
adjusters  considered  the  building  a  total  loss  and  approved  the 
following  payments: 

Building     $60,000.00 

Contents    7,263.89 

Total  Insurance   $67,263.89 

Many  items  were  salvaged  from  the  Montague  Center 
School  and  were  stored  at  the  Old  8th  St.  building.  Mr.  Mulhns, 
the  maintenance  man,  is  devoting  available  time  to  the  recon- 
ditioning of  the  school  furniture  for  use  in  the  department. 
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CHANGES  IN  PERSONNEL 


Resignations 


Name 
Edwin  Prondecki 
V.  Lillian  Politella 
Dorothea  Shute 
Joseph  E.  Grogan 

Isabel  Holmes 
Christine  Haeussler 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Leary 
Katharine  O'Brien 
Margaret  H.  Wells 
Warren  L.  Brigham 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Gillett 
Foster  Rix 
Rose  E.  Shanahan 


Yrs.  of 

Reason  Service 

Military  Substitute        3 
Another  position  3 

Another  position  3 

Did  not  return  to  3 

teaching 
Another  position 
Another  position 
Retirement 
Another  position 
Marriage 
Resignation 
Another  position 
To  resume  business 


1 
2 
49 
18 
3 
3 
9 
1 


Position 
High  School 
High  School 
High  School 
Military  Leave 

Grammar  School 

New  8th  St. 

Central  St. 

Montague  City 

Millers  Falls 

Instrumental  Music 

Lip  Reading  Instr. 

Janitor 

Resigned  duties  as 
Principal  of  Gram- 
mar School  as  of 
Sept.  1,  1946;  retain- 
ed her  status  as 
teacher 

Transfers 

Mollie  Stratton — from  Highland  School,  Millers  Falls,  to  Kin- 
dergarten, New  8th  St.  School,  Turners  Falls. 

Catherine  H.  Leary — from  Central  St.  School  to  New  8th  St. 
School. 

Beatrice  Alber — from  Grade  3,  Millers  Falls,  to  Grade  4. 

Appointments 

Richard  E.  Putnam — High  School — Science,  Physical  Educa- 
tion and  Basketball  Coach. 

Esther  Dillon — High  School — Spanish  and  Languages. 

Grace  Randall — Grammar  School — Special  Class. 

Marian  S.  Bean — New  8th  St.  School,  Grade  4. 

Margaret  R.  Cruise — Grade  2,  Central  St.  School. 

Sophie  M.  Matus — ^Montague  City  School,  Grades  5-6. 

Mrs.  Beda  Langevin — Instructor  of  Lip  Reading  and  Speech 
Correction. 

Benjamin  Weiner — Instrumental  Music. 

Waldo  J.  Perkins — Principal  of  Grammar  School  in  addition 
to  teaching  duties. 

Patricia  Beaubien — Millers  Falls,  Grade  3. 

Return  to  Teaching  after  Naval  Service 

George  R.  Richason — High  School. 

Although  the  teacher  turn-over  has  been  rather  heavy 
during  recent  years,  the  Montague  School  Department  has  been 
fortunate  to  retain  the  services  of  the  majority  of  its  experi- 
enced teachers.  For  example,  ten  years  ago  we  had  sixty-six 
teachers ;  at  present  we  have  fifty-four.  Thirty-four  of  these 
teachers  have  been  with  us  for  at  least  ten  years.   These  tea- 
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chers  are  valuable  to  the  system  because  they  are  doing  much 
in  assisting-  in  the  orientation  of  new  and  inexperienced  tea- 
chers. The  administration  is  conscious  of  the  contribution  of 
these  experienced  teachers  to  the  maintenance  of  our  school 
standards  and  educational  progress. 

MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIRS  COMPLETED  IN  1946 

1.  Turners  Falls  High  School  Cafeteria  re-decorated. 

2.  Band  room  in  High  School  Auditorium  re-decorated. 

3.  Interior  painting  of  Montague  City  School. 

4.  Painting  of  boys'  and  girls'  locker  rooms  in  High  School 
Gymnasium. 

5.  New  floor  surface  in  kitchen  of  High  School  Cafeteria. 

6.  Repairs  to  the  roof  of  Central  St.  School. 

7.  Repairs  to  roof  of  High  School. 

8.  Concrete  floors  in  High  School  corridors  leading  to  Audi- 
torium and  Gymnasium  repainted. 

9.  Auditorium  floor  re-painted. 

10.  Teachers'  room  at  Central  St.  School  re-decorated. 

11.  Electric  outlets  installed  at    Central  St.    School  and  in 
Music  Room  of  High  School  Auditorium. 

12.  Re-decorating  of  teachers'  room  at  Montague  City  School. 

13.  Replacement  of  drains  on  roof  of  High  School. 

14.  Repairs  to  exterior  doors  of  High  School  Gymnasium  and 
Auditorium. 

15.  Partitioning  of  Assembly  Hall  at  Highland  School  to  make 
two  temporary  rooms. 

16.  Preparation  of  room  in  New  8th  St.  School  for  Kinder- 
garten. 

The  appearance  of  school  building  and  their  furnishings 
have  a  decided  effect  on  the  attitude  of  pupils  and  teachers  be- 
cause buildings  and  furnishings  that  are  well  maintained  are 
generally  much  less  defaced  and  abused.  It  will  be  the  policy 
of  the  department  to  continue  the  program  of  repairs,  replace- 
ments and  re-decorating  of  our  physical  plant  as  far  as  our 
budget  will  permit. 

OTHER  ACHIEVEMENTS 

1.  Purchase  of  bleachers  for  High  School  field. 

2.  Purchase  of  additional  land  in  rear  of,  and  adjacent  to 
High  School  property. 

8.     Purchase  of  wire  enclosure  for  High  School  Athletic  Field. 

4.  Purchase  of  an  automobile  for  supervisors'  travel. 

5.  Revision  of  salary  schedule. 

6.  Two  new  electric  ranges  provided  by  Western  Massachu- 
setts Electric  Company  to  replace  old  equipment  in  Do- 
mestic Science  Departemnt. 
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7.  Overhauling  and  repair  of  sewing  machines  in  Domestic 
Science  Department. 

8.  Approval  and  certification  of  a  thirteen-year  program  at 
the  High  School. 

FOR  THE  CONSIDERATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE  IN  1947 

1.  Further  revision  of  salary  schedule. 

2.  Room  for  Kindergarten  class  in  September,  1947.  • 

3.  Question  of  teaching  Polish  language  in  High  School. 

4.  Development  of  playground  facilities  at  Highland  School. 

5.  Adequate  storage  facilities  at  the  High  School. 

MAJOR  PROBLEMS  OF  MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIR 

FOR  1947 

1.  Replacement  of  Auditorium  steps. 

2.  Resumption  of  painting  program. 

3.  Coping  of  High  School  needs  to  be  repaired. 

4.  Painting  of  fence  at  Central  St.  Schools. 

5.  Improvement  of  facilities  in  teachres'  room  at  new  8th 
St.  School. 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF  SUPERVISORS,  ETC. 
HOME  ECONOMICS 

"Due  to  the  scarcity  of  some  materials  and  supplies,  it  has 
been  more  difficult  to  follow  the  course  as  planned.  In  the 
course  of  Clothing-,  the  students  were  taught  the  parts,  care 
and  operation  of  the  sewing  machine.  The  use  of  commercial 
patterns  was  also  studied.  Aprons  were  the  first  project  and  in 
keeping  with  the  school  colors,  the  girls  made  blue  and  white 
checked  aprons  with  white  trimmings.  The  pupils  were  given 
the  choice  of  making  a  house  coat,  bed  jacket  or  pajamas  as 
the  second  project;  and  for  the  last  project,  a  choice  of  a 
sports  dress,  skirt,  blouse  or  sports  outfit. 

"The  selection  of  proper  clothing  was  stressed  and  par- 
ticularly the  application  of  the  principle  of  art  in  the  choice 
of  suitable  lines  for  the  figure.  The  girls  were  also  taught  how 
to  plan  and  to  choose  an  outfit.  In  connection  with  beauty  aids, 
the  care  of  the  body,  hair  and  hands  was  studied. 

"About  forty-five  Christmas  stockings  were  made  for  the 
Junior  Red  Cross. 

"In  connection  with  the  course  in  foods,  considerable  time 
was  spent  on  nutrition,  planning  menus  which  would  help 
students  to  attain  and  to  maintain  healthy  bodies.  In  the  actual 
preparation  of  foods,  simple  dishes  were  made  first  and  then 
more  elaborate  ones.  Theory  in  the  selection  and  preparation 
of  meat  was  also  taught. 

"An  added  feature  in  the  course  on  foods  was  the  planning 
of  modern  kitchens.  The  Western  Massachusetts  Electric  Com- 
panies donated  two  electric  clocks  which  were  awarded  to  the 
girls  making  the  best  models  for  their  own  kitchens.  Russian 
table  service  was  studied. 

"The  annual  basketball  banquet  was  held  on  April  25 
when  seventy-eight  persons  were  served  .   .    . " 

ALICE  H.  REUM. 


INDUSTRIAL  ARTS 

"Since  the  end  of  World  War  II  the  Industrial  Arts  courses 
have  gradually  returned  to  their  normal  routine.  Difficulty  is 
now  encountered  in  obtaining  the  quantity  and  quality  of  lum- 
ber ecessary  to  fulfill  the  specific  aims  of  the  woodworking 
course. 

"In  the  Manual  Arts  course  fundamental  hand  tools  and 
simple  lathe  turning  have  been  covered.  All  students  are  now 
working  on  projects  to  gain  more  knowledge  and  skill.    The 
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boys  in  the  advanced  course  are  constructing  more  complicated 
projects,  thereby  gaining  more  knowledge  and  greater  skill  in 
hand  tool  use  and  in  machine  operating  experience. 

"It  might  be  well  at  this  time  to  mention  some  of  the 
work  that  these  boys  have  done  to  carry  on  the  good  work 
accomplished  by  other  departments  of  the  school.  For  athletic 
contests  they  have  repaired,  painted,  and  set  up  bleachers ;  re- 
paired and  painted  benches ;  made  line  markers ;  kept  the  ath- 
letic field  'lined'  for  the  home  games ;  set  up  and  painted  goal 
posts.  For  the  dramatics  department  they  have  painted  and 
repaired  scenery;  made  'props'  such  as  steps,  trellises,  fire- 
places, platforms,  and  other  small  pieces.  For  the  music  de- 
partment they  have  repaired  music  racks ;  built  a  podium ; 
made  a  drum  rack ;  helped  to  set  up  equipment  for  rehearsals 
and  shows.  The  boys  have  helped  other  departments  in  many 
small  ways  and  they  have  always  been  willing  to  'lend  a  hand.' 
This  experience  has  been  excellent  not  only  for  knowledge  and 
skills  gainted,  but  for  the  building  of  character  and  good  citi- 
zenship. 

"The  aim  of  the  course  in  Mechanical  Drawing  is  to  gain 
a  knowledge  and  a  certain  amount  of  skill  in  drafting.  The 
first-year  student  covers  lettering,  orthographic  projection,  di- 
mensioning, sectioning,  and  material  symbols.  The  second-year 
student  reviews  orthographic  projection  and  covers  auxiliary 
projection,  machine  drawing  and  scale  drawing.  The  third- 
year  student  covers  isometric  an  doblique  drawing  and  the  de- 
velopment of  surfaces,  plain  and  curved.   ..." 

WALDO   J.   PERKINS. 

VOCAL  MUSIC 

"Since  the  basis  of  music  instruction  in  the  primary  grades 
is  singing,  the  child  is  first  taught  the  correct  use  of  his  in- 
strument, the  voice.  He  is  trained  to  hear  and  to  recognize 
tonal  patterns  or  figures.  In  the  second  half  of  the  second  year 
books  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils  and  they  are  guided 
into  recognizing  these  tonal  figures  on  the  printed  page,  the 
beginnings  of  the  study  of  music  notation. 

"This  year  I  have  introduced  to  teachers  in  Grade  I  a  set 
of  three  books  as  a  foundation  for  music  reading:  'Sentence 
Songs,'  More  Sentence  Songs,'  and  'Still  More  Sentence  Songs.' 

"All  classes  through  Grade  VI  are  now  equipped  with  the 
newest  music  books  in  the  'World  of  Music'  and  'Singing 
School'  series,  so  that  I  am  able  to  keep  the  lesson  plans  uni- 
form throughout  the  system.  These  lesson  plans  stress  the 
development  of  skill  in  music  reading.  Allowances,  of  course, 
are  made  for  individual  differences  in  interests  and  music 
talent. 
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"During  Music  Week  in  May  the  operetta  'The  King's 
Sneezes'  was  presented  to  a  capacity  audience  in  the  High 
School  Auditorium.  With  the  proceeds  from  this  entertain- 
ment we  have  purchased  a  table  model  electric  Victrola  and  a 
few  new  records.  The  boys  in  the  grammar  school  worked  so 
diligently  on  this  operetta — after  school  hours  when  they  might 
have  been  out  of  doors  at  play — and  displayed  such  a  fine  spirit 
and  attitude  that  I  felt  a  little  material  reward  would  not  go 
amiss,  so  four  footballs  were  also  purchased  from  the  funds. 

"The  Boys'  Glee  Club  of  thirty  voices  had  a  prominent 
part  in  the  reception  to  Governor  Maurice  Tobin  on  April  24, 
and  also  performed  at  the  Variety  Show  on  May  24;  at  the 
Football  Banquet  on  December  10,  and  at  the  Christmas  As- 
sembly on  December  20.  The  Girls'  Glee  Club  of  seventy-five 
voices  also  sang  at  the  Variety  Show  and  presented  a  group  of 
carols  on  the  Christmas  program  of  December  12.  Both  groups 
participated  in  the  Western  Massachusetts  Music  Festival  held 
in  West  Springfield  on  May  17.  I  was  very  pleased  with  the 
ratings  of  these  groups ;  the  boys  receiving  the  highest  rating 
possible,  RatingI — ^Superior;  the  girls  receiving  Rating  II — 
Excellent. 

"The  Music  Appreciation  classes  are  being  held  in  the 
newly  equipped  music  room.  This  room  is  a  definite  asset  to 
the  Music  Department  and  its  advantages  are  enjoyed  by  the 
students  as  well  as  by  the  instructor.  This  course  is  required 
of  all  Freshmen.  So  much  interest  has  been  shown  by  upper- 
classmen  that  I  have  set  aside  two  extra  periods  for  Advanced 
Appreciation.  ...  To  take  care  of  this  growing  interest  is  my 
desire  and  hope  to  establish  a  Music  Library,  regulated  and 
supervised  as  the  Reading  Library  is  equipped,  with  a  large 
number  of  the  best  recordings  available.  .  .  ." 

FLORENCE  E.  ARGY. 


ART 

"Art  work  in  the  schools  is  three-fold : 

1.  The  filling  of  practical  needs  for  self-expression. 

2.  The  opportunity  of  response  to  beauty, 

3.  The  giving  of  opportunity  for  creative  expression  of 
beauty. 

"We  have  made  numerous  articles  for  the  Junior  Red 
Cross,  although  these  activities  have  been  less  demanding.  The 
High  School  produced  2,500  Navy  menu  covers.  Elementary 
schools  designed  and  painted  500  holiday  favors  and  filled  150 
educational  boxes. 
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"An  exhibition  of  art  work  combined  with  other  school 
subjects  in  the  first  four  grades  was  held  in  the  various  schools 
in  the  spring.  In  November  our  schools  observed  National  Art 
Week.  Slides  and  moving  pictures  relating  to  art  were  shown 
and  many  programs  included  tableaux  of  famous  paintings. 

"The  Art  Department  in  the  High  School  was  called  upon 
to  supply  the  needs  of  various  activities  such  as  Junior  Prom 
decorations  for  the  gymnasium,  the  decorative  theme  of  the 
Variety  Show,  and  rose  window  of  the  Christmas  recital 
scenery. 

"Art  Appreciation  is  now  a  required  subject  in  the  College 
Course  in  High  School.  Pre-high  school  appreciation  lessons 
have  also  been  started  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and 
next  year  we  plan  to  include  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades. 

"Many  interesting  Christmas  projects,  produced  in  all  ele- 
mentary schools,  were  on  exhibition  in  the  rooms  at  Christmas 
time. 

"The  High  School  Art  Club  now  numbers  seventy-eight. 
The  Thanksgiving  Basket  put  out  by  the  club  gave  us  enough 
money  to  defray  expenses  for  the  annual  trip  to  the  Boston 
museums.  .  .  ." 

LYDIA  DES  ORMEAUX. 


LIP  READING  AND  SPEECH  CORRECTION 

"At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  I  assisted  Miss  Pur- 
rington  in  giving  the  group  audiometer  tests  to  more  than 
six  hundred  pupils.  A  Maico  Individual  Audiometer,  purchased 
by  the  School  Department,  made  it  possible  to  give  individual 
tests  to  all  the  pupils  who  failed  to  pass  the  group  test  satis- 
factorily.  I  feel  that  our  audiograms  are  fairly  accurate. 

"Approximately  one  hundred  twenty  pupils  were  tested  in- 
dividually. Of  these,  twenty-seven  pupils  showed  varying  de- 
grees of  hearing  loss  and  have  been  enrolled  in  lip-reading 
classes.  Medical  care  has  been  recommended  for  these  children. 
The  hearing  loss  may  be  caused  by  wax  in  the  ears  or  by  en- 
larged tonsils  and  adenoids,  the  removal  of  which  might  clear 
up  this  difficulty.  Many  of  these  pupils  do  not  depend  upon 
lip-reading  in  their  classes,  but,  with  the  present  degree  of 
hearing  loss,  it  is  possible  that  this  may  become  a  greater  prob- 
lem as  the  child  grows  older.  He  may  then  need  lip-reading  in 
order  to  fit  into  his  world  more  happily.  This  training  that  he 
receives  now  may  be  invaluable  to  him  in  later  years  and  also 
give  him  a  much  healthier  outlook  on  life  in  the  event  that  his 
hearing  is  seriously  impaired  in  the  future. 
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"Speech  tests  have  been  given  to  fifty-two  pupils  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  pupil  has  faulty  speech  and,  if  so, 
what  sounds  in  our  language  were  not  properly  pronounced. 
Of  fifty-two  cases  tested,  forty-three  are  receiving  speech  cor- 
rection. As  in  the  case  of  the  hearing  loss,  the  speech  defects 
are  in  varying  degrees.  Habits  have  been  formed  in  giving 
sounds  incorrectly.  These  habits  must  be  broken  down,  cor- 
rected, and  new  habits  established,  which  is  a  slow  process. 
However,  I  feel  that  the  pupils  are  working  hard  to  correct 
their  faults  and  even  though  this  shows  in  class  it  may  be 
some  little  time  before  the  results  of  this  corrective  work  are 
evident  outside  the  classroom.  ..." 

(Mrs.)  BEDA  A.  LANGEVIN. 

SPECIAL  CLASS— MONTAGUE  CENTER  SCHOOL 

"Due  to  the  burning  of  the  Montague  Center  School  in 
December,  1945,  the  members  of  the  Special  Class  were  trans- 
ferred to  Highland  School,  Millers  Falls.  The  class  was  given 
vspace  in  the  auditorium  which  was  later  partitioned  off  to  make 
a  very  pleasant  room,  complete  with  desks,  blackboards,  a 
bulletin  board,  space  for  hanging  wraps  and  hangers,  and  a 
large  work  table.  The  children  soon  adjusted  themselves  to 
the  change  of  school  and  did  creditable  work  in  the  new  loca- 
tion. 

"The  class  has  had  a  membership  of  twenty-two  ranging 
in  age  from  seven  to  fifteen  years,  and  doing  school  work  in 
grades  one  to  five.  As  we  have  not  equipment  or  space  for 
wood-working,  our  industrial  arts  program  has  been  limited  to 
working  with  other  materials  as  follows :  crepe  paper  raffia 
made  into  mats,  bowls,  vase  holders ;  paper  plates  and  saucers 
made  into  decorative  plates,  holder  containers,  memo  pads  and 
pictures;  leather  work,  including  belts,  pocketbooks,  billfolds 
and  key  holders ;  weaving  of  hot  dish  mats,  doilies  and  holders ; 
jars  and  bottles  decorated,  to  be  used  as  sprinklers,  vases  and 
candy  jars ;  painting  and  decorating  salt  and  pepper  sets ;  beads 
made  into  braclets  and  necklaces;  fringed  luncheon  sets  of 
cotton  cloth ;  embroidered  scarfs ;  spool  knitting ;  papier  mache 
projects,  including  bowls,  vases  and  ash  trays;  painting  of  fur- 
niture (bureau,  bookcase,  sand  table)  ;  window  seats. 

"During  the  fall  we  studied  the  Indians  and  the  Pilgrims 
and  the  first  Thanksgiving.  The  class  participated  in  the  fol- 
lowing school  programs  and  activities:  Valentine's  Day,  Hal- 
lowe'en and  Christmas  parties;  Field  Day  and  Memorial  Day 
exercises.  We  also  had  programs  appropriate  for  birthdays  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  George  Washington,  for  April  19  and  for 
Thanksgiving.  .  .  .  Contributions  were  made  to  the  Junior  Red 
Cross,  the  March  of  Dimes  and  the  Farren  Hospital 
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"In  penmanship  our  awards  have  been  one  gold  star  and 
the  remainder,  gold  seals  for  each  month. 

"In  reading  there  have  been  seven  groups  due  to  the  dif- 
ferences in  abilities  and  progress.  . . .  Much  time  has  been  spent 
to  help  children  become  independent  in  the  recognition  and 
retention  of  new  words,  so  that  they  may  read  both  orally  and 
silently  with  more  skill,  understanding  and  pleasure.  .  .  .  De- 
vices were  also  applied  in  the  teaching  of  spelling,  much  of 
which  was  done  phonetically.  Each  child  has  become  more 
conscious  of  sounds  and  their  importance  in  selecting  new 
words  in  reading. 

"Arithmetic  has  consisted  of  drill  of  the  four  fundamentals 
in  an  effort  to  make  the  combinations  an  automatic  response: 
writing  and  reading  numbers,  simple  problems,  mensuration, 
measure  of  time;  money,  addition,  subtraction  and  multiplica- 
tio  of  fractions.  .  .  ." 

MARIAN  E.  COWAN. 


SPECIAL  CLASS— TURNERS  FALLS 

"We  have  done  remedial  work  in  reading,  arithmetic  and 
spelling.  Reading  is  one  of  our  greatest  difficulties.  We  have 
tried  to  improve  our  reading  skills  in  order  to  enjoy  our  read- 
ing. In  arithmetic  and  spelling  we  have  worked  for  use  in 
our  every  day  needs. 

"In  history  we  have  studied  the  early  Amerian  colonies, 
their  leaders,  why  they  were  successful  or  failed,  and  the 
geography.  Our  science  has  been  a  study  of  the  different  types 
of  weather  we  have  experienced  this  year  and  the  causes. 

"We  have  done  some  excellent  weaving  on  small  'weave-it* 
sets.  Late  in  the  year  we  started  wood-working  in  the  Manual 
Training  room.   All  enjoyed  it  and  did  very  good  work. 

"Our  biggest  aim  has  been  to  try  to  enjoy  ourselves  while 
at  school  and  to  learn  to  make  ourselves  useful. .  .  ." 

GRACE  L.  RANDALL. 


AMERICANIZATION  CLASS 

Due  to  the  apparent  lack  of  interest  in  the  Americaniza- 
tion classes  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  discontinue  Americani- 
zation work  in  Turners  Falls  and  Millers  Falls  during  the 
year  1946-47. 
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A  teacher  was  available  at  the  Millers  Falls  School  for 
several  sessions  and  efforts  were  made  to  arouse  sufficient  in- 
terest to  continue  a  class  at  the  Highland  School.  However, 
after  several  evenings  of  class  work  there  were  only  three  or 
four  people  who  reported  for  instruction  and  the  School  De- 
partment decided  to  drop  the  course  for  the  present  year. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CAFETERIA 

The  High  School  Cafeteria  has  been  operated  to  provide 
wholesome  food  to  the  students  and  faculty  at  prices  which 
have  been  reasonable.  It  has  been  difficult  to  procure  the  food 
items  for  a  variety  of  menus,  but,  through  careful  planning  and 
fortunate  purchases,  we  have  been  able  to  offer  what  we  hope 
have  been  satisfactory  meals  for  those  who  patronize  the  lunch- 
room. Approximately  sixty  Grammar  School  pupils  purchase 
the  plate  lunches  while  a  number  of  other  pupils  use  the  cafe- 
teria facilities  to  eat  lunches  brought  from  home  and  they  sup- 
plement these  lunches  with  milk  or  hot  soup.  The  high  school 
servings  differ  with  the  number  of  afternoon  activities. 

The  cafeteria  has  received  the  approval  of  the  State-Wide 
School  Lunch  Program  and  it  will  be  certified  and  eligible  to 
receive  certain  surplus  commodities  that  may  be  available  at 
the  storehouse  in  Springfield,  Mass.  It  will  be  the  policy  of  the 
management  to  afford  those  food  items  to  the  pupils  at  a  very 
low  cost.  This  material  will  be  used  to  supplement  the  menus 
that  are  planned  for  the  school  lunchroom. 

During  the  past  year  the  lunchroom  manager  has  at- 
tended several  meetings  that  have  been  held  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  instructors  who  are  interested  in  better  food  programs 
for  students.  The  cafeteria  operator  assumes  responsibilities 
other  than  those  connected  with  the  planning  of  the  menus, 
by  trying  to  contribute  to  the  all-around  education  of  the  boys 
and  girls  and  by  attempting  to  maintain  high  standards  of 
service.  Imrpoved  service  will  be  the  aim  as  foods  and  mate- 
rials are  easier  to  obtain. 

INSTRUMENTAL  MUSIC 

In  September,  1946,  school  officials  secured  the  services  of 
Mr.  Charles  Farnam  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Weiner  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  assume  the  direction  and  teach- 
ing of  instrumental  music  in  the  schools.  Mr.  Farnam  and  Mr. 
Weiner  conducted  a  number  of  special  rehearsals  and  the 
School  Department  cooperated  with  these  two  instructors  in 
the  matter  of  rehearsals  so  that  the  band  was  able  to  give  a 
concert  in  December.  This  concert  was  proof  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  instruction  and  thoroughness  of  the  supervision  during 
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the  short  time  that  rehearsals  were  held.  It  is  our  opinion  that 
the  instrumental  music  in  the  schools  is  improving  and  that 
we  may  look  forward  to  the  time  when  we  may  have  a  High 
School  Band  that  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  public 
school  field. 

At  the  present  time  the  band  numbers  seventy  members, 
including  the  majorettes.  This  is  the  largest  band  that  we  have 
had  in  a  number  of  years  and  I  should  like  to  say  that  the 
spirit  and  morale  is  unusually  fine. 

The  band  appeared  at  the  Franklin  County  Fair,  at  all  of 
the  football  games,  including  the  out-of-town  games,  and  at  the 
Hallowe'en  parade.  They  were  well  received  wherever  they 
appeared. 

A  formal  Christmas  Recital  was  given  in  December  and  a 
program  of  Christmas  and  classical  music  was  played  to  a 
capacity  audience.  We  received  excellent  cooperation  from 
Miss  Argy  and  the  Girls'  Glee  Club.  The  proceeds  from  this 
concert  were  added  to  the  uniform  fund. 

Under  Mr.  Weiner's  direction  the  band  inaugurated  the 
singing  of  Christmas  carols  on  Avenue  A  during  the  Christmas 
season  and  a  large  audience  of  people  joined  in  the  community 
singing. 

At  present  the  high  school  orchestra  consists  of  seventeen 
pieces  and  the  members  are  rehearsing  regularly  for  public  ap- 
pearances during  the  winter  and  spring.  We  find  that  there  are 
few  students  studying  the  stringed  instruments  but  we  hope 
this  codition  will  improve  in  the  years  to  come. 


IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  RADIO  IN  EDUCATION 

When  millions  of  Americans  listen  simultaneously  to  a 
single  broadcast  and  when  statistics  tend  to  show  that  the 
average  American  boy  or  girl  spends  approximately  two  and 
one-half  hours  daily  before  a  radio  loud  speaker  (which  is 
probably  as  much  time  as  is  spent  in  the  schoolroom  in  the 
course  of  a  full  year),  it  is  evident  that  radio  is  a  medium 
that  must  be  carefuly  evaluated  in  the  consideration  of  the 
all-around  development  of  the  child. 

Radio  is  a  recognized  influence  in  the  lives  of  our  boys 
and  girls  and  a  wise  choice  of  radio  programs  must  be  advo- 
cated because  in  addition  to  radio  being  a  means  of  enjoyment 
and  realxation,  it  can  also  be  a  means  of  enrichment  by  bring- 
ing into  our  lives  the  voices,  lives  and  experiences  of  important 
personalities  and  also  a  sense  of  immediate  contact  with  cur- 
rent events.  Just  as  pictures  provide  experiences  through  the 
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medium  of  sight,  the  radio  can  also  give  us  a  wide  variety  of 
experiences  through  the  sense  of  hearing.  Emphasis  must  be 
placed  upon  good  listening  habits  and  growth  of  critical  taste 
and  program  discrimination.  It  is  increasingly  necessary  for 
both  teachers  and  parents  to  realize  the  social  and  psychological 
effect  of  radio  listening  upon  children  and  young  people,  par- 
ticularly when  they  are  attempting  to  do  their  homework  si- 
multaneously. 

While  radio  has  grown  to  maturity  in  the  social  and 
economic  life  of  America,  it  it  growing  very  slowly  and  hesi- 
tatingly in  the  educational  field.  Any  medium  that  is  as  im- 
portant as  radio  must  receive  more  recognition  from  our 
educators.  Time  will  have  to  be  given  in  our  school  curricula 
for  the  proper  evaluation  of  the  radio.  We  shall  have  to  pro- 
voke and  stimulate  an  interest  in  this  field  of  education. 
Teachers  who  are  interested  in  helping  children  to  live  more 
fully  and  richly  in  this  modern  world  will  have  to  recognize 
that  radio  is  a  source  of  information  and  a  form  of  dramatic 
and  critical  expression  as  well  as  a  means  of  entertainment. 
It  is  a  very  important  agency  of  communication  and  should  re- 
ceive recognition  in  our  educational  program. 


CONCLUSION 

TO  THE  PUBLIC : 

The  schools  are  yours.  They  are  staffed  by  men  and  women 
whose  qualifications  have  received  the  serious  consideration  of 
your  School  Committee  which  has  derived  its  powers  from  you 
at  the  annual  election.  The.  schoolhouses  have  been  built  and 
equipped  in  response  to  demands  expressed  by  you,  indirectly, 
at  the  ballot  box.  The  courses  of  study  and  regulations  corre- 
spond to  the  specifications  drawn  up  by  your  representatives. 
You  pay  for  the  schools  and  the  kind  of  education  that  your 
son  or  daughter  receives. 

It  is  your  responsibility  to  give  careful  appraisal  of  the 
importance  of  your  schools.  This  responsibility  seems  to  in- 
crease year  after  year  and  can  never  be  lightly  regarded  at  any 
time.  It  is  always  of  utmost  moment  in  periods  following  a 
war.  Faiths  and  movements  hostile  to  democracy  may  attempt 
to  establish  beachheads  in  our  society.  The  dignity  and  value 
of  the  individual  human  being  is  the  basic  tenet  of  the  Ameri- 
can way  of  life  which  has  a  solid  foundation  and  a  vigorous  de- 
fense in  your  public  schools. 
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American  children  have  an  assignment  that  is  not  op- 
tional. They  have  been  introduced  into  a  world  that  is  com- 
plex, ful  of  skills  and  knowledge,  some  racial  and  class  tension, 
inevitable  changes,  battered  traditions,  and  huge  debts.  The 
public  must  expect  to  pay  for  the  education  they  will  need  to 
help  find  their  way  in  the  world  that  they  are  to  live  in  today. 
Tour  continued  interest  has  enabled  the  School  Department  to 
maintain  well-financed  programs  and  well-staffed  schools. 

The  pupils  of  our  schools  should  be  g'rateful  for  the  many 
educational  facilities  afforded  to  them  by  the  citizens  of  the 
Town  of  Montag'ue.  During"  the  year  just  completed  many 
additional  facilities  were  afforded  the  boys  and  girls  and  it  is 
hoped  that  these  opportunities  will  be  acknowledged  and  recog- 
nized by  expressions  of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  boys  and 
girls  of  the  Town  of  Montague. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
his  duties  and  responsibilities  could  not  have  been  fulfilled 
without  the  loyalty  and  cooperation  of  all  and  he  wishes  to 
express  his  appreciation  to  the  members  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, administrative,  supervisory  and  teaching  forces  and  to 
all  other  school  employees  for  their  faithful  and  devoted  serv- 
ices during  the  yast  year.  Thorugh  a  continuance  of  such  atti- 
tudes  and,  performances  we  are  confident  of  maintaining  the 
efficiency  of  the  Montague  School  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  E.  BURKE, 

Superintnedent  of  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  TURNERS  FALLS 
HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I  am  submitting  my  tenth  annual  report  as  principal  of 
the  Turners  Falls  High  School.  I  am  enclosing  the  usual  sta- 
statistical  and  geographical  information  concerning  the  or- 
ganization of  our  high  school.  In  September,  1946,  460  stu- 
dents enrolled  in  the  high  school. 

Class  Boys  Girls  Total 

Freshmen 59  67  126 

Sophomore 47  60  107 

Junior 61  59  120 

Senior 51  46  97 

Post-Graduates 8  2  10 


226       234         460 


Geographical  Distribution  of  Students  as  of 
December  31,  1946 

Sen.         Jr.        Soph.  Fresh.  Total 

Turners  Falls 65           73           54  57  249 

Millers  Falls 10             6             8  17  41 

Montague  Center 8             9           17  14  48- 

Riverside  and  Gill 11             6             9  13  39 

Montague  City 4             5           10  8  27 

Erving 5             4             7  9  25 

Greenfield    2            1  .  3 

Lake  Pleasant 1             1             2  5  9 

104         106         108  123  44L 
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Enrolment  by  Subjects 


English   Department 

Boysi  Girls  Total 

English  I   59  67  126 

English  II    51  59  110 

English  III    54  54  108 

English  IV    58  47  105 


Commercial    Department 


222 

227 

449 

Foreign  Language  Department 

French  I     

19 

28 

47 

French  II     

16 

14 

30 

French  III     

3 

11 

14 

38 

53 

91 

Latin  I    

18 
16 

28 
22 

46 

Latin  II    

38 

Latin  III    

3 

8 

11 

Latin  IV    

2 

2 

37 

60 

97 

Spanish  I  

15 

23 

38 

Spanish  II   

16 

21 

37 

31 

44 

75 

Mathematics 

Department 

Elem.  Algebra   .  . . 

28 

35 

63 

Intermed.  Algebra 

55 

29 

84 

Plane  Geometry  . . 

31 

14 

45 

Rev.  Math.  (Solid 

Geo.  &  Trig.)    .  . 

17 

17 

34 

Comm.  Arithmetic 

17 

38 

55 

Mathematics  "V"  . 

22 

22 

Applied  Math.   . . . 

10 

1 

11 

180 

134 

314 

Social  Science 

Department 

U.  S.  Hist.  &  Civs 

49 

46 

95 

Med.  &  Mod.  Hist. 

20 

9 

29 

Hist,  to  1700 

48 

22 

70 

Social   Science    .  . . 

3 

•7 

10 

120       84     204 


Science  Department 

General  Science  .  .  44  37 

Biology       26  33 

College  Chemistry  34  18 

Practical    Chem.    .  22  3 

College    Physics     .  20  15 

Practical   Physics  18 


81 
59 
52 
25 
35 
18 


Comm.  Geog. 

&    Law    

17 

39 

56 

Bookkeeping  I     ... 

7 

50 

57 

Bookkeeping  II   .  . . 

1 

29 

30 

Adv.  Bkpg. 

&  Sales    

8 

8 

Business    Training 

16 

3 

19 

Stenography  I     ... 

18 

18 

Stenography  II  .  .  . 

30 

30 

Typewriting  I   .  .  .  . 

io 

45 

55 

Typewriting  II    .  . . 

18 

18 

51 

240 

291 

Music  Department 

Music   App 58       66  124 

Adv.   Music  App.         7       13  20 

Band      20       50  70 

Orchestra        7       10  17 

Glee  Club,  Boys  .  .     34       .  .  34 

Glee  Club,  Girls  ,      ..       72  72 

Majorettes      16  16 

126  227  353 


Shopwork  Depa/rtment 

Manual  Arts    ....     24 

Adv.    Shop    21 

Mech.  Drawing   .  .     73 


24 
21 
73. 


118 


118 


Home  Economics  Department 
42       42. 


Freshman  Cooking  ) 
Freshman  Sewing  ) 


Drawing  Department 

Freehand  Drawing     20       95     115 
Art   Appreciation       10       17       27 


164     106     270 


30     112     142. 


Physical   Education   Department 

Girls'  Physical 

Education      195     195 

Boys'  Physical 

Education        ...   148     ...     148. 

148     195     343. 
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For  the  first  time  in  several  years,  eight  post-graduates 
enrolled,  the  majority  of  whom  are  planning  to  enter  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

Twenty-three  veterans  of  World  War  II  v/ere  also  enrol- 
led. These  men  have  been  serious  and  conscientious  and  have 
a  real  desire  for  further  education.  The  recent  conflict  inter- 
rupted the  education  of  thousands  of  young  Americans,  who 
were  spending  the  years  ordinarily  spent  in  college,  in  the 
defense  of  their  country.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the 
admission  offices  of  the  colleges  were  buried  under  an  aval- 
anche of  requests  for  entrance.  Veterans  took  advantage  of 
the  G.  I.  Bill  of  Rights,  and  those  who  had  never  even  dreamed 
of  being  able  to  obtain  a  college  education,  suddenly  found  the 
means  available  to  them.  The  result  has  been  that  today 
colleges  have  the  largest  enrollments  in  their  history,  and  the 
number  of  students  is  far  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  colleges 
and  available  teachers.  It  is  to  their  credit  however,  that  they 
have  been  trying  to  do  a  good  job  under  very  difficult  condi- 
tions. 

The  influx  to  the  colleges  was  felt  in  every  high  school  in 
the  country  and  our  graduates  were  no  exception  to  this  condi- 
tion. Veterans  of  World  War  II  were  given  preference  by 
admission  offices,  and  only  those  civilians  who  had  outstanding 
records  in  high  school,  wree  accepted  by  the  colleges.  This 
condition  was  duly  noted  and  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Montague  School  Committee  by  he  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
and  plans  were  formulated  for  the  addition  of  a  thirteenth 
year  at  our  high  school  with  the  thought  in  mind  that  the 
students  would  receive  a  full  year  of  college  credit.  The 
number  of  applications  preceding  this  move  was  quite  large, 
and  it  was  felt  that  we  should  offer  the  facilities  to  those  boys 
and  girls  if  sufficient  credit  could  be  granted  by  the  colleges. 
Massachusetts  State  College  authorized  us  to  proceed  with  the 
thirteenth  year  if  the  enrollment  showed  that  such  a  step  was 
feasible.  After  thorough  analysis  of  all  applicants,  only  eight 
students  fulfilled  the  necessary  requirements  and  it  was  de- 
cided that  it  would  be  impractial  and  uneconomical  to  hold 
classes  for  such  a  small  number. 

At  the  present  time,  our  graduates  are  enrolled  in  the 
following  higher  institutions  of  learning. 
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Colleges  and  Universities 

Anitoch  College  New  York  University 

Arnold  College  North  Adams  State  Teachers' 
Bates  College  College 

Becker  Junior  College  Northeastern  University 

Boston  University  Notre  Dame  University 

Bowdoin  College  Providence  College 

Bridgewater  State  Teachers'  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Inst. 

College  Skidmore  College 

Colgate  University  Smith  College 

Devens  College  St.  Michael's  College 

University  of  Denver  Syracuse  University 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College  Trinity  College 
Fitchburg  State  Teachers'  College        Tufts  College 

Harvard  University  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis 

Holy  Cross  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  Academy 

Keene  Teachers'  College  Wentworth  Institute 

Lady  of  the  Elms  Westfield  State  Teachers'  College 

Marietta  College  Williams  College 

Massachusetts  State  College  Yale  University 
College  of  New  Rochelle 

Hospital  Training  Schools 

Burbank  Hospital  Franklin  County  Public  Hospital 

Cooley  Dickinson  Hospital  St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Other  Institutions  of  Learning 

Bay  Path  Mount  Hermon 

Deerfield  Academy  Northampton  Commercial  College 

Hartford  Junior  College  Worcester  Academy 

Extra-Curricular  Activities 

It  has  been  our  policy  to  offer  a  broad  program  of  extra- 
curricular activities  in  an  effort  to  interest  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  pupils.  This  year  has  been  no  exception,  and  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  report  that  we  have  been  able  to  interest  a  great 
majority  of  students  in  some  worthwhile  leisure  activity  under 
capable,  trained  supervisors. 

With  the  appointments  of  Mr.  Charles  Farnam  as  direc- 
tor, and  Mr.  Benjamin  Weiner  as  assistant  director,  our  band 
has  made  splendid  strides  in  the  short  time  that  these  men 
have  been  associated  with  us.  They  have  brought  a  con- 
tagious enthusiasm  to  these  young  people  and  the  response 
has  been  most  encouraging.  The  band  at  present  numbers 
seventy  pieces  and,  during  the  past  season,  did  fine  work  at 
football  and  basketball  games. 

In  December,  the  band  together  with  the  Girls  Glee  Club 
presented  an  excellent  concert  to  a  capacity  house,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  were  added  to  our  band  fund.  Group  and 
individual  instruction  is  being  taken  care  of  by  Mr.  Weiner, 
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not  only  in  the  high  school  but  in  the  elementary  grades  as 
well.  A  complete  set  of  new  uniforms  has  been  ordered  and 
it  is  hoped  that  by  early  spring,  the  band  will  be  completely 
outfitted.  These  uniforms  will  cost  approximately  $2,500.00 
which  will  be  raised  from  the  proceeds  of  musical  shows  and 
the  contributions  of  the  Student  Activity  Fund.   , 

In  February,  the  Class  of  1946  presented  two  perform- 
ances of  the  play  "Junior  Miss"  under  the  able  direction  of 
Miss  Teed.  This  play  attracted  two  capacity  audiences  that 
seemed  to  thoroughly  enjoy  this  play  of  modern  life.  Some  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  second  performance  are  being  used  to 
purchase  necessary  stage  equipment.  This  year  a  new  stage 
rug  and  two  spotlights  were  purchased,  and  it  is  hoped  to 
continue  this  procedure  until  our  stage  is  completely  equipped 
with  the  necessary  stage  properties. 

The  annual  Prize  Speaking  Contest  was  successful  from 
a  dramatic  and  financial  standpoint,  and  produced  some  excel- 
lent dramatic  interpretations.  This  is  one  of  our  traditional 
activities  and  is  a  highlight  of  the  work  of  the  Junior  Public 
Speaking  Classes. 

The  musical  production  Varieties,  which  is  now  an  annual 
event,  was  presented  in  May  and  demonstrated  the  combined 
efforts  of  175  students.  The  program  was  presented  by  the 
Band,  the  Girls'  and  Boys'  Glee  Clubs,  the  Swingsters,  and  the 
Girls'  Drill  Team.  Mr.  Brigham,  Miss  Argy,  Mr.  Perkins,  and 
Mrs.  Reidy  directed  the  various  actions  of  the  show,  while 
Miss  DesOrmeaux  and  the  Art  Department  assisted  as  usual 
in  designing  the  stage  sets. 

During  the  year,  the  Girls'  Glee  .Club  and  the  Boys'  Glee 
Club,  under  Miss  Argy's  direction,  presented  several  programs 
of  a  high  type ;  they  are  an  important  part  of  our  school  organ- 
ization. 

I  would  refer  you  to  Mr.  Lorden's  report  concerning  our 
athletic  program,  but  I  think  it  is  worthy  of  mention  here  to 
inform  you  that  more  than  eighty  boys  were  completely  out- 
fitted for  our  various  football  teams.  Freshmen,  Sophomore, 
Junior  and  Varsity.  This  is  of  course  in  line  with  our  plan 
for  providing  athletic  participation  to  as  many  boys  as  pos- 
sible. We  believe  that  the  training  received  under  these 
coaches  has  a  far-reaching  effect  upon  the  development  of 
their  character.  Revenue  was  obtained  from  only  one  team, 
the  Varsity,  but  this  money  made  it  possible  to  finance  the 
activities  of  the  several  teams. 

Our  school  clubs  functioned  as  usual  and  presented  pro- 
grams during  the  year  of  a  diversified  nature. 
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The  French  Club  continued  its  project  of  giving  its  as- 
sistiance  to  destitute  families  in  France  and  conducted  a  num- 
ber of  interesting  meetings.  The  programs  at  these  meetings 
are  conducted  entirely  in  the  French  language. 

The  Latin,  Spanish,  Home  Economic  and  Art  Clubs,  held 
regular  meetings  and  devoted  much  time  to  projects  of  in- 
terest to  their  particular  subject. 

We  continued  to  print  the  Netop  despite  scarcity  of  paper 
and  increased  cost  of  printing.  Although  the  cost  of  the 
Senior  Yearbook  increased  considerably,  we  were  fortunate 
enough  to  present  an  attractive  book  giving  a  comprehensive 
account  of  our  activities.  Thiswork  as  usual  was  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Ayer  and  the  student  Netop  staff. 

The  Community  Service  Club  continued  its  assistance  to 
various  local  activities.  During  the  Christmas  season,  the 
wards  of  the  Farren  Memorial  Hospital  were  decorated.  They 
also  assisted  in  decorating  the  crib  on  Avenue  A. 

Our  extra-curricular  program  is  financed  entirely  by 
revenue  received  from  athletic  contests,  dramatic  presenta- 
tions musical  shows,  and  the  Student  Activity  Fund.  It  is 
well  to  note  that  no  provision  is  made  for  these  activities  in 
the  school  budget  and  no  town  funds  are  used  for  this  purpose. 
Each  month  a  report  of  the  Student  Activity  Fund  is  sent  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  School  Committee  for 
their  approval,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  is  placed  in  the  Super 
intendent's  files. 


Athletic  Field 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the 
School  Committee,  the  townspeople  and  you  for  making  pos- 
sible the  recent  splendid  additions  to  our  athletic  plant. 
The  additional  land  which  was  purchased  by  the  town,  should 
enable  us  eventually  to  develop  a  program  of  expansion,  which, 
will  provide  us  with  one  of  the  finest  athletic  fields  in  the 
Commonwealth.  The  erection  of  the  fence  should  result  in 
added  revenue  from  athletic  contests  as  well  as  giving  needed 
protection  to  this  new  large  area.  Since  our  teams  are 
financed  .entirely  by  revenue  and  the  contributions  to  the 
Student  Activity  Fund,  you  may  well  realize  the  importance 
of  these  fine  additions. 

The  purchase  of  bleachers  which  will  seat  2,000  specta- 
tors, will  fill  a  long  felt  want  and  give  comfortable  accomoda- 
tions for  our  loyal  fans  who  support  us  in  our  every  activity. 
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We  have  always  felt  that  athletics  in  a  school  program 
properly  supervised  in  good  environment,  pay  dividends  in  the 
developement  of  good  citizens  in  any  community. 

We  assure  you  that  we  shall  make  the  fullest  use  of  the 
new  accomodations. 

Guidance 

An  important  step  in  our  guidance  program  was  taken 
during  the  past  year  with  the  administration  of  a  battery  of 
ests  under  the  direction  of  guidance  officers  of  Boston  Univer- 
sity. These  tests  embraced  the  following:  Mental  Maturity, 
Reading  Comprehension,  English  Fundamentals,  Mathematic 
Reasoning,  Mathematic  Fundamentals,  and  Mechnaical  Com- 
prehension. The  tests  have  been  of  real  assistance  in  guid- 
ance and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to  continue  them.  Each 
student  has  had  his  test  interpreted  and  a  complete  analysis 
of  his  aptitudes  has  been  made. 

We  have  endeavored  to  enlist  the  aid  of  our  entire  staff 
in  the  developement  of  this  program,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
say  that  the  cooperation  from  the  teachers  has  been  splendid. 
As  a  result,  our  boys  and  girls  are  coming  into  contact  with 
several  adults  of  different  personalities,  who  can  assist  them 
in  planning  their  life's  work.  There  has  been  some  confusion 
in  educational  circles  about  the  problems  of  guidance,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  well  to  keep  in  mind  the  thoughts  which 
are  well  expressed  in  "Education  For  All  American  Youths. '^ 
"Guidance  is  not  a  mechanical  process  whereby  councilors 
sort  out  apples — this  one  to  stay  on  the  farm,  that  one  to  work 
in  an  airplane  factory,  this  one  to  be  a  teacher,  that  one  to  run 
the  local  garage.  Guidance  is  rather  the  high  art  of  helping 
boys  and  girls  to  plan  their  own  action  wisely  in  the  full  light 
of  all  the  facts  that  can  be  mustered  about  themselves  and 
about  the  world  in  which  they  work  and  live." 

Conclusion 

No  report  of  the  work  of  the  high  school  would  be  com- 
plete, if  I  did  not  express  my  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  the 
many  people  in  the  community  who  have  assisted  us  and  whose 
cooperation  as  always,  has  been  excellent. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  has  given  unstintingly  of  their 
time  and  effort,  not  only  in  the  class  rooms,  but  also  in  the 
various  extra-curricular  activities  with  but  one  thought  in 
mind  viz,  that  these  boys  and  girls  might  develop  into  good 
and  useful  citizens.  These  men  and  women,  by  their  charac- 
ter, interest  and  zeal,  have  tried  to  impart  to  the  students  not 
only  knowledge,  but  also  have  endeavored  to  bring  out  the  best 
traits  in  these  young  people. 


SCHOOL  REPORT  41 

Your  interest  and  assistance  has  been,  encouraging  and 
your  ever-ready  willingness  to  act  upon  all  suggestions  for 
the  improvement  of  secondary  education,  is  deeply  appreci- 
ated. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Montague  School  Committee  for 
its  helpful  contributions  to  our  work  here.  I  am  particularly 
grateful  for  the  cooperation  received  from  the  parents  of  our 
boys  and  girls.  The  majority  of  parents  appreciate  the  work 
which  we  are  doing,  and  have  quick  to  realize  there  must  be 
close  harmony  between  the  work  of  the  school  and  that  of  the 
home. 

During  the  year,  we  received  the  usual  assistance  from 
the  Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club,  the  Turners  Falls  A.  C.  and 
from  several  classes  in  the  form  of  athletic  and  graduation 
gifts.  Several  gifts  for  our  library  were  received,  among  them 
a  complete  set  of  Smithsonian  Series  made  possible  through 
the  generosity  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Smith,  President  of  the  Thread- 
well  Tap  &  Die  Company, 

An  excellent  piano  was  donated  by  Mr,  Joseph  Harlow 
and  is  now  placed  upon  our  stage. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Edgar  Mullins  for  the  construc- 
tion of  several  ticket  booths,  which  have  helped  facilitate  the 
sale  of  tickets  at  our  games. 

Chief  of  Police,  Walter  Casey  and  his  department  as  well 
as  the  Clarence  W.  Allen  Post,  have  been  cooperative  and 
helpful  in  many  ways.  My  thanks  also  to  Mr.  John  Casey, 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  for  his  assistance  during  the  year. 

We  have  received  cooperation  from  our  janitors  who  have 
worked  hard  to  keep  our  property  in  good  condition. 

To  those  people  and  to  all  the  citizens  who  have  taken  a 
keen  interest  in  our  work,  we  are  extremely  grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  F.  WRIGHTSON 

Principal. 
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REPORT      OF      THE 

BOY'S   ATHLETIC   TEAMS 

TURNERS   FALLS   HIGH   SCHOOL 


January  15,  1947 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Dear  Mr.  Burke: 

I,  herewith,  submit  for  your  approval  a  report  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  boys'  athletic  teams  of  the  Turners  Falls  High 
School. 

The  1946  Football  Schedule  consisted  of  five  games  for 
the  Freshman  team,  seven  for  the  Reserves  and  ten  for  the 
Varsity.  The  final  results  showed  four  wins  and  one  loss  for 
the  Freshmen ;  two  wins,  three  losses  and  two  ties  for  the  Re- 
serves ;  and  seven  victories,  two  defeats  and  one  tie  game  for 
the  Varsity. 

The  number  of  boys  participating  in  football  during  the 
Fall  was  the  greatest  since  the  beginning  of  the  sport  in  1926. 
Eighty  boys  were  completely  outfitted  and  carried  during  the 
season  -  -  fifty-five  on  the  varsity  squad  and  twenty-five  on 
the  freashman  squad. 

Turners  Falls  placed  third  in  the  annual  Western  Mass- 
achusetts standings.  Henry  Martin,  fullback,  and  Edward  Mil- 
key,  end,  were  chosen  on  the  All  Western  Massachusetts  Team. 
Following  is  the  record  for  the  first  team : 


Turners 

Falls 

33 

Adams 

13 

Turners 

Falls 

0 

Everett 

26 

Turners 

Falls 

13 

Drury 

0 

Turners 

Falls 

40 

Athol 

12 

Turners 

Falls 

20 

Tech 

6 

Turners 

Falls 

19 

Gardner 

14 

Turners 

Falls 

33 

Westfield 

12 

Turners 

Falls 

20 

Agawam 

21 

Turners 

Falls 

53 

Rosary 

0 

Turners 

Falls 

7 

Greenfield 

7 

238 


111 
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Richard  Putnam  of  the  faculty  served  as  Hne  coach  and 
did  the  scouting.  In  both  capacities,  Mr.  Putam  did  excellent 
work.  The  Freshman  squad  was  very  well  drilled  by  George 
Richason  of  the  faculty.  This  Fresman  group  completed  a  very 
successful  season.  Richard  Guy,  Frances  Togneri,  Philip  Roth 
and  John  Bassett,  all  taking  post  graduate  work,  and  Bern- 
ard Foley  of  the  faculty  made  contributions  during  the  sea- 
son by  assisting  in  coaching  and  officiating. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Jacobus,  as  in  previous  years,  rendered  very 
valuable  service  in  advice  and  treatment  of  the  usual  football 
injuries.  This  service  is  deeply  appreciated  by  parents,  mem- 
bers of  the  squads  and  coaches. 

The  annual  Football  Banquet,  with  members  of  the  Ro- 
tary Club,  was  held  in  the  High  School  Cafeteria.  Letters  and 
certificates  were  awarded  to  players  by  Principal  George 
Wrightson,  who  served  as  toastmaster.  Coach  Lorden  was 
presented  with  a  jacket  from  the  senior  members  of  the  squad 
and  with  a  leather  golf  bag  and  set  of  clubs  from  friends, 
which  were  greatly  appreciated.  Short  talks  were  given  by 
Superintendent  of  Schools  Arthur  Burke  and  the  coaches.  The 
guest  speaker  was  Head  Coach  "Denny"  Myers  of  Boston  Col- 
lege who  gave  an  inspiring  talk  and  later  entertained  with 
moving  pictures  of  the  Boston  College  -  Alabama  game.  An 
excellent  turkey  dinner  was  served  by  Freshman  members  of 
the  Home  Economics  Department  under  the  very  efficient 
supervision  of  Miss  Alice  Reum.  Musical  selections  were  giv- 
en during  the  evening  by  the  Boys'  Glee  Club,  excellently 
coached  by  Miss  Florence  Argy. 

At  the  banquet,  the  first  annual  presentation  of  the 
James  "Buddy"  Guy  Football  Memorial  Trophy  was  present- 
ed to  Turners  Falls  High  by  James  Guy.  This  splendid  trophy 
is  given  in  memory  of  James  Guy,  Jr.,  a  former  outstanding 
football  player  at  Turners  Falls  High  School,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Italian  Campaign,  and  who  represented  the  highest 
ideals  of  American  Football  and  Sportsmanship.  This  is  to  be 
an  annual  award  to  the  winner  of  the  Turners-Greenfield 
Football  game.  In  case  of  tie,  the  visiting  team  is  awarded  the 
trophy. 

The  Turners  Falls  Athletic  Club  continued  its  custom  of 
awarding  football  jackets  to  all  senior  class  members  of  the 
football  squad.  This  is  a  splendid  gesture  on  the  part  of  the 
Athletic  Club  and  is  but  one  of  the  many  activities  of  this  fine 
organization  to  promote  a  wholesome  interest  in  athletics  in 
our  community. 

During  the  1945  -  1946  basketball  season  twenty  games 
were  played  by  the  Varsity.  Eight  games  were  won  and  twelve 
resulted  in  defeats.  In  the  Valley  League,  won  by  Westfield, 
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the  record  stood  one  victory  against  nine  losses.  Turners  Falls 
was  invited  to  participate  in  the  annual  Massachusetts  State 
College  Basketball  Tournament.  We  were  defeated  by  South 
Hadley  High  in  the  opening  round. 

The  annual  Basketball  Banquet  was  held  in  the  High 
School  Cafeteria  at  the  end  of  the  season.  Fathers  or  other  im- 
mediate relatives  of  squad  members  were  guests  and  the  af- 
fair was  a  pleasant  one.  Talks  were  given  by  Superintendent 
of  Schools  Arthur  Burke  and  Coach  Edwin  Prondecki.  Sport 
movies  were  shown. 

Freshman  basketball  was  supervised  by  Bernard  Foley  of 
the  faculty.  A  schdule  of  twelve  games  was  played  with  teams 
from  nearby  schools. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  a  very  successful  intramural 
basketball  league  and  play-off  was  organized  by  Coach  Pron- 
decki.    100  boys  participated  in  this  activity. 

The  baseball  team  played  a  schedule  of  seventeen  games. 
Ten  games  were  won  and  seven  lost.  Turners  Falls  finished 
in  third  place  in  the  Valley  League  which  was  won  by  Holyoke. 
Holyoke  went  on  to  win  the  Western  Massachusetts  champ- 
ionship. We  also  took  part  in  the  Franklin  County  League  and 
finished  in  tie  with  Greenfield  for  third  place.  Turners  Falls 
broke  even  with  Greenfield  in  the  annual  series. 

Freshman  baseball  was  again  well  coached  by  John  Welsh 
of  the  faculty. 

The  baseball  squad  was  invited  to  attend  the  annual  Base- 
ball Banquet,  sponsored  by  the  Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club,  at 
the  Montague  Inn.  This  affair  is  a  bright  spot  each  year  dur- 
ing the  baseball  season,  and  players  and  coaches  look  forward 
to  it  with  real  pleasure.  Letters  and  certificates  were  award- 
ed by  Principal  Wrightson  and  Coach  Lorden.  Sport  movies 
were  shown  as  part  of  the  entertainment.  The  Rotary  Awards^ 
two  fine  sweaters,  were  awarded  to  John  Golembeski  and  Nor- 
man LaPointe,  for  outstanding  performance  in  baseball  and 
leadership. 

The  Marston  Awards,  two  gold  baseballs  were  presented 
to  Joseph  Zayac  and  Edward  Stotz  at  the  final  High  School 
Assembly.  These  gold  baseballs  have  been  presented  annually 
by  Mr.  Wallace  Marston  for  the  past  twenty  years  to  two  base- 
ball players  who  have  displayed  high  grade  work  scholastical- 
ly  as  well  as  on  the  diamond.  These  are  deeply  appreciated. 

Track  activities  which  were  curtailed  in  all  surrounding 
schools  during  the  war  period,  were  slow  in  reorganizing  dur- 
ing the  past  school  year.  Turners  Falls  High  competed  in  one 
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Spring  meet,  that  being  the  annual  Western  Massachusetts 
Meet  held  in  Westfield.  Our  boys  finished  in  fourth  place 
which  was  a  commendable  achievement.  Turners  Falls  defeat- 
ed Greenfield  in  the  Annual  County  Fair  Meet,  the  score  being 
55  to  33.  It  is  hoped  that  track  activities  may  be  enlarged  very 
soon  as  this  sport  offers  good  training  and  is  not  too  expen- 
sive. 

No  tennis  schedule  has  been  attempted  for  the  past  four 
years. 

I  believe  this  report  is  an  opportunity  to  make  two  re- 
commenclations  which  would  improve  our  athletic  facilities  at 
the  High  School  Field.  First,  there  is  need  for  an  additional 
baseball  diamond.  Our  one  diamond  cannot  meet  the  demands 
of  the  Varsity,  Reserves,  Freshmen  and  Grammar  School 
squads.  Secondly,  there  is  a  real  need  for  more  practice  space 
for  football.  It  is  recommended  that  more  land  be  cleared  and 
improved. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  work  has  been  started  on  the 
fence  which  will  inclose  the  entire  playing  field,  and  that 
bleachers  will  be  available  for  baseball  and  football.  These 
additions  will  make  our  high  school  field  one  of  the  very  best 
in  Western  Massachusetts. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  to  you,  Mr.  Burke, 
my  sincere  appreciation  for  your  genuine  interest  in  all  our 
athletic  endeavors.  The  work  with  Principal  Wrightson  has 
been  pleasant  and  he  has  been  very  cooperative.  The  entire 
faculty  has  been  interested  and  extremely  helpful  at  all  times. 
The  janitors,  Louis  Puhala  and  George  Villeneuve  have  been 
real  friends  to  all  the  teams  in  many  ways,  as  has  Edgar  Mul- 
lins.  The  transportation  problems  for  all  athletic  teams  and 
followers  have  been  very  efficiently  taken  care  of  by  George 
Chapin  and  Joseph  Marcure.  To  the  townspeople  I  wish  to  ex- 
press appreciation  for  continued  interest  and  loyalty. 

Following  is  a  list  of  boys  who  have  been  awarded  major 
letters  and  certificates  during  the  school  year: 
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Football 


Richard  Clark,  Captain 

Ramsay  Parenteau,  Captain 

Edwin  Marszalek 

Henry  Hmieleski 

Paul  Guy 

Thomas  Matuszz 

Ronald  LaRoche 

Francis  Guilbeault 

Robert  Allen 

Henry  Martin 

Edward  Milkey 

Philip  Croteau 

Earl  Lenois 

Thomas  Shanahan 


James  Stewart 
Kenneth  Robinson 
John  Carroll 
Herbert  Escott 
Richard  Bartlett 
Edwin  Podlenski 
Kenneth  Little 
Robert  Maclntyre 
Robert  Lapidus 
Leonard  Cadran 
Robert  Bassett 
Carl  Kurtgis 
Walter  Carlisle 
Francis  Shanahan 


Edward  Treml,  Manager 


Basketball 


Edward  Kerswig 
Samuel  Couture 
Royer  Collins 
Roland  Campbell 
Joseph  Zayac 
Robert  Knight 


Ramsay  Parenteau 
Kenneth  Robinson 
Edward  Milkey 
Thomas  Matusz 
Robert  Allen 
Donald  McCormick 


Edward  Stotz,  Manager 


Baseball 


Edward  Stotz 
Norman  LaPointe 
John  Golembeski 
Joseph  Zayac 
Roland  Campbell 
Donald  McCormick 


Philip  Croteau 
Ramsay  Parenteau 
Kenneth  Robinson 
Paul  Bourdeau 
Edward  Treml 
James  Kelly 


Russell  Drago,  Manager 


Track 


Edward  Stotz 
Joseph  Zayac 
Roland  Campbell 
Edward  Milkey 
Robert  Maclntyre 
Walter  Cygan 


Thomas  Matusz 

Henry  Martin 

Kenneth  Little 

Paul  Bourdeau 

Donald  McCormick 

Chester  Mylecko,  Manager 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EARL  E.  LORDEN 
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REPORT  OF  PHYSICAL  DIRECTOR 


Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  15,  1947 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 


My  dear  Mr.  Burke: 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  as  Supervisor 
of  Physical  Education  in  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Town  of 
Montague. 

In  the  primary  grades  the  program  was  divided  into  dif- 
ferent phases  such  as  rythmical  activities,  folk  dancing,  games- 
stunts  and  story  plays.  Objectives  of  these  were;  to  develop 
the  child's  skill  in  preparation  for  games  that  demand  great- 
er technique;  improve  posture;  furnish  activities  which  will 
develop  imagination  and  creativeness ;  help  the  child  know 
games  well  enough  to  play  them  outside  of  school ;  develop,  re- 
sponse to  rhythm ;  guide  the  child  to  be  courteous,  take  turns^ 
cooperate  and  enjoy  freedom  within  the  limit  of  rules. 

The  rooms  receiving  100%  in  the  triple  posture  test  were: 
Mrs.  Treml's,  Miss  Conway's,  Miss  Haeussler's,  Miss  K. 
O'Brien's,  Miss  Cowon's  and  Mr.  Oake's. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  grade  boys  and  girls  and  the  high 
school  gii'ls  started  work  in  Fundamental  Danish  Gymnastics- 
These  exercises  involve  the  use  of  large  muscles  of  the  body 
and  promote  a  decided  organic  reaction  without  producing  ex- 
cessive fatigue.  The  high  school  girls'  Hygiene  Course  was 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

Varsity  basketball  letters  were  won  by  the  following: 

Susanne  Smith  (Capt.)  Rose  Togneri 

Elizabeth  Christian  Kathleen  McGurgan 

Jacqueline  Carroll  Wilhelmina  Kurtyka 

Fidelia  Kurtyka  Patricia  Lyman 

Margaret  Mullins  Lorretta  Bonnette 

Amelia  Markol  (mgr.) 
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The  Junior  Class  won  the  inter-class  basketball  tourna- 
ment. The  following  girls  won  their  numerals : 

Wilhelmina  Kurtyka  Capt.  Winifred  Gillette 

Rose  Togneri  Frances  Miner 

Kathleen  McGurgan  Jeanne  O'Connell 

June  Mann  Peggie  Equi 
Jane  Newton 

The  Girls'  Tumbling  Team  performed  at  Varieties  and 
took  part  in  the  Field  Day  exercises  at  Millers,  Montague  City 
and  Turners  Falls.  Girls  receiving  their  tumbling  T's  were : 

Adeline  Banash  Patricia  Lyman 

Frances  Miner  Agnes  Bane 

Lorretta  Bonnette  •  Amelia  Markol 

Rose  Togneri  .     Wilhelmina  Kurtyka 

Bernice  DeGraffe  Dorothy  White 

Gloria  Banash  Eleanor  Nadeau 

On  April  23,  24  and  25  I  attended  the  Eastern  Division 
Convention  of  the  National  Physical  Education  and  Health 
Association  at  Springfield,  Mass. 

The  annual  Field  Days  were  held  at  Millers  Falls  and 
Montague  City  on  May  27  and  at  Turners  Falls,  on  May  29. 
The  pupils  in  Miss  Haeussler's  fourth  grade  made  up  their 
own  dance  steps  to  a  song  taught  by  Miss  Argy.  This  dance 
was  demonstrated  Field  Day. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere  ap- 
preciation to  all  the  teachers  for  their  assistance  throughout 
the  year  and  to  express  my  gratitude  to  you  and  to  Mr. 
Wrightson  for  the  cooperation  given  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(MRS.)  HELEN  REIDY 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke: 

I  herewith  present  my  report  as  School  Physician  for 
Precinct  1. 

Physical  examinations  in  all  schools  were  completed  by 
the  end  of  September. 

Following  my  procedure  of  previous  years,  separate  phy- 
sical examinations  were  made  of  those  engaged  in  football, 
basketball  and  track  activities,  and  also  of  the  girls  engaged 
in  basketball  and  tumbling. 

Subsequently,  visits  have  been  made  to  the  grade  schools. 

During  the  football  season,  we  had  a  considerably  great- 
er number  of  injuries  (particularly  fractures)  than  in  other 
years,  from  which,  however,  excellent  recoveries  to  normal 
function  were  made  in  every  instance.  As  in  other  years,  the 
courtesy  of  medical  attendance  and  treatment  was  provided 
visiting  teams. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  prevalence  of  colds  and  grippe, 
we  have  had  a  mild  epidemic  of  chicken  pox  and  to  a  much 
less  degree,  of  measles  also,  in  the  lower  grades.  A  large  num- 
ber of  cases  were  also  seen  at  my  office. 

I  wish  to  thank  Miss  Purrington  for  her  invaluable  as- 
sistance, and  all  others  who  have  aided  me  in  this  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KENNETH  W.  B.  JACOBUS,  M.D. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 
MONTAGUE-MILLERS 


December  30,  1946 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
"Truners  Falls,  Massachusetts  . 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  submitting  my  report  as  School  Physician  for  Pre- 
cints  2  and  3,  to  include  September  1946  to  January  1947. 

The  pupils  from  these  precincts  are  combined  at  the  High- 
land School  at  Millers  Falls.  Examination  and  inspection  were 
carried  out  early  in  the  first  month  of  the  school  year.  The 
general  health  was  excellent.  Defects  noted  were  mostly  of  a 
minor  nature  although  several  instances  of  more  serious  de- 
fects were  noted  and  the  parents  were  notified. 

The  combining  of  the  two  schools  under  one  roof  makes 
for  rather  crowed  conditions  but  no  serious  threat  to  general 
health  is  present. 

During  the  months  of  November  and  December,  there 
were  thirty-eight  cases  of  measles,  none  of  which  were  ser- 
ious and  there  were  no  complications  or  sequelae.  Loss  of  time 
from  school  due  to  other  causes  was  negligible.  General  hy- 
giene at  the  school  is  excellent.  The  building  itself,  toilet  facil- 
ities, and  water  supply  are  excellent.  The  facilities  at  times, 
:are  over-taxed  due  to  the  unusual  crowded  conditions.  This, 
•of  course,  will  be  remedied  as  soon  as  the  new  school  building 
is  built  at  Montague  Center. 

Respectfully  submitted 

WARREN  D.  THOMAS,  M.D. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 


Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  15,  1947 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass, 

Dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  School  Nurse  from 
January  1,  1946,  to  January  1,  1947. 

We  had  few  contagious  diseases  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  isolated  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  mumps,  rheumatic  fever 
and  grippe.  Several  high  school  pupils  had  appendectomies. 
Two  boys  were  discovered  to  have  hernias  and  they  were  cared 
for  during  the  summer. 

One  hard  of  hearing  pupil  has  been  fitted  to  a  hearing 
aid  through  the  help  of  the  Welfare  Department.  Children  in 
the  first  grade  who  have  a  hearing  loss  have  been  examined 
by  specialists.  One  child's  artificial  eye  which  was  causing 
him  trouble  was  replaced  by  a  new  one. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  all  workers  in  the  cafeteria 
to  have  chest  X-rays.  All  were  negative.  Assistance  was  given 
at  the  Diphtheria  Immunization  Clinic  and  also  at  the  Well- 
Child  Conference.  Health  cards  of  children  entering  school 
were  completed  at  the  time  of  the  school  registration. 

Miss  Maguire  very  generously  assisted  with  the  help  of 
some  of  her  typing  students  in  compiling  the  results  of  the 
Audiometer  tests  of  the  past  three  years.  All  records  were  put 
in  alphabetical  order  and  the  individual  results  were  typed. 
These  records  will  be  found  in  the  Superintendent's  Office 
and  a  duplicate  copy  in  the  nurse's  office. 

During  the  month  of  June  a  very  valuable  Workshop  in 
Health  Education  was  attended  by  the  School  Nurse.  All  an- 
gles of  the  Health  program  in  schools  were  studied  during 
these  five  days  of  intensive  work. 

A  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  in  the  summer  to  make 
arrangements  for  eighteen  of  the  children  to  attend  camps. 
Six  boys  attended  Camp  Wiyaka,  courtesy  of  Turners  Falls 
Rotary  Club;  two  children  attended  Camp  Nathan  Hale  (Sal- 
vation Army)  ;  and  ten  children  attended  Health  Camp  at 
Greenfield.  Follow-up  work  was  continued  throughout  the 
summer. 
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Gowns  were  used  at  the  time  of  the  health  examinations 
by  Dr.  Thomas  at  the  Highland  School  this  fall.  The  Millers 
Falls  P.T.A.  and  the  Montague  P.T.A.  were  very  helpful  in 
preparing  the  gowns. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  assistance  was  given 
to  Mrs.  Langevin,  new  teacher  of  lip  reading  and  speech  cor- 
rection, in  getting  acquainted  with  the  schools  and  meeting  the 
faculty.  Audiometer  testing  was  begun  early  in  September. 
Special  records  were  checked  on  those  pupils  recommended  for 
speech  correction.  This  gave  Mrs.  Langevin  the  opportunity 
to  locate  every  pupil  who  had  speech  difficulty  and  to  deter- 
mine if  the  child  would  benefit  by  this  work. 

Thorough  examinations  were  held  in  the  new  Kindergar- 
ten group  this  fall. 

All  first  aid  kits  were  checked  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  and  refilled. 

The  purchase  of  the  new  Massachusetts  Vision  Testing 
Machine  enabled  us  to  give  a  more  satisfactory  vision  test. 
The  results  of  the  tests  are  tabulated : 

Total  number  of  children  tested 1121 

Number  of  children  with  normal  vision .  .     777 
Number  of  children  with  glasses — normal 

vision 49 

Number  of  children  found  to  have  defec- 
tive vision   271 

Number  of  children  wearing  glasses — re- 
quiring checking   24 

Corrections  completed  this  year  -  pupils 
now  wearing  glasses 58 

More  than  250  pupils  in  the  elementary  grades  wear  glass- 
es. The  testing  of  the  high  school  pupils  is  still  being  done  and 
will  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  I  do  appreciate  the  fine 
cooperation  of  the  parents  and  their  promptness  in  caring  for 
the  vision  defects. 

Other  work  that  the  school  nurse  has  carried  on  is  listed 
as  follows : 

Children  referred  to  physician 25 

Children  taken  to  physician 21 

Other  than  weekly  conferences  with  tea- 
chers    71 

;^           Emergency  care  of  burn  cases 2 

Hospital  visits 10 

Pupils  taken  home  from  hospital 1 

Pupils  taken  to  Chest  Clinic 1 
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Pupils  taken  to  Pediatric  Clinic 2 

Pupils  taken  to  Child  Guidance  Clinic 1 

Visits  to  Dentist 4 

Pupils  taken  home  from  school 15 

School  Office  Visits 113 

Home  Visits 331 

Quarantine  advice  was  submitted  in  cases  of  the  following 
infectious  or  contagious  diseases :  infantile  paralysis  contacts, 
measles,  chicken  pox,  impetigo,  scabies,  pediculosis. 

Throughout  the  year  several  organizations  have  been  con- 
tacted for  assistance. 

I  want  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  me  in  my  work  as 
School  Nurse  and  those  who  have  contributed  to  the  health  pro- 
gram of  our  schools. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EUPHRASIA  PURRINGTON,  R.N. 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES  OF  THE  CLASS  OF  1946 

Turners  Falls  High  School  Auditorium 

Thursday,  June  13,  1946 

PROGRAM 
PROCESSIONAL: 

Alumni   March Va7i  Barr 

HONOR  ESSAY: 

Education  and  World  Peace Mildred  Frawley 

HONOR  ESSAY : 

Science — Boom  to  Mankind H.  Royer  Collins 

ORCHESTRAL  SELECTIONS : 

None  But  the  Lonely  Heart Tschaikowsky 

Come  Back  to  Sorrento   DeCurtis^ 

High  School  Orchestra 

COMMENCEMENT  ADDRESS : 

"The  All  American  Point  of  View" 

Mr.  Otto  Raymond  Loverude 

PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS : 

Arthur  E.  Burke,  Superintendent  of  Schools 

PRESENTATION  OF  AWARDS : 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  Medal 

Washington  and  Franklin  Medal 

Becker  College  Medal 

Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club  Award 

Class  of  1913  Award 

Class  of  1945 — Joseph  J.  Sheff  Memorial  Award 

Pro  Merito  Awards 

CLASS  SONG: 

Class  of  1946 

ALMA  MATER  SONG : 

Student  Body 

RECESSIONAL: 

Pomp  and  Circumstance  Elga/r 

High  School  Orchestra 
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LIST  OF  GRADUATES 


Class  of  1946 


Edna  Cynthia  Baird 
^Adeline  Bernice  Banash 
.  *  Margaret  Anna  Bane 

Joyce  Elaine  Bartlett 

Alma  T.  Beaubien 

Irene  Mary  Berg-iel 

Lillian  Nancy  Billings 

Cecile  Marion  Bourget 

Barbara  Ellen  Bradley 

Gordon  Chandler  Brown 

Nina  Jean  Brown 

Elizabeth  Ann  Burnaw 

Howard  Byron  Call 

Roland  Russell  Campbell,  Jr. 

Hubert  William   Carignan 

Jacqueline  Ann  Carroll 

William  Michael  Carroll 

Constance  Ann  Choleva 

Elizabeth  Mary  Christian 
*Helen  Gertrude  Cislo 
1{:*H.  Royer  Collins 
*Paul  A.  Corbiere 

Samuel  Irving  Couture 

Adeline  Stachia  Czarnecki 

Irene  Ruth  Czuj 

Eleanor  O.  DeGraffe 

Bernice  Elizabeth  Dorsey 

Russell  Stephen  Drago 

Carl  W.  Dresser 
*Margaret   Flora  Engelhard 

Phyllis  Margaret  Engelhardt 

L.  Lorraine  Ethier 
tJ*Mildred  Jane  Frawley 

Patricia  Jean  Garneau 

Diane  Rose  Gelinas 
§John  Edward  Golembeski 

Eugene  Anthony  Michael  Gould 

Florence  Elaine  Greene 

Beverly  Jean  Haskins 

Marie  Rose  Hayde 

Earl  D.  Housman 

Mary  Anne  Jeronczyk 
*Edward  John  Kerswig,  Jr. 

Theresa  Mary  Killelea 

Robert  George  Knight 

Ruth  Mary  Koch 

Fidelia  A.  Kurtyka 

Mildred  F.  Kurtyka 

Rita  Mae  LaChapelle 

Robert  J.  Lapean 
§Norman  A.  Lapointe 

Francis  J.  Legere 


Turners  Falls  High  School 

Eileen   Mae   Leveille 
Alfred  John  Lively 
Mildred  Marjorie  Luippold 
Claire  Nellie  Lysiak 
Adam    Simon   Malek 
William  K.  Martin 
Marilyn   Ruth   Mercier 
Robert  Edward  Milkey 
Louis  Milonas 
Pauline   Margaret  Miner 
Peter  H.  Miner  Jr. 
*Chester  Andrew  Mleczko 
*Edward  Joseph  Molongoski 
Beatrice  D.  Momaney 
Anita  Ann  Morin 
Esther  Lorraine  Morrison 
Gloria  Joyce  Nadeau 
Irene  Emily  Parzych 
Doris  Marie  Paulin 
Dorothy  Ann  Pelis 
Lorraine  Rita  Pelletier 
Phyllis  Barbara  Petroski 
Dorothy  Evelyn  Pine 
Frank  Pipione,  Jr. 
Phyllis  Madeline  Regan 
t*Phyllis  Margaret  Ryan 
Rose  Marie  Ryan 
Robert  Girard  Sabato 

*  Robert  Alfred  Saulnier 
*Theresa  Marie  Sazama 

Pauline  Veronica  Senn 
Mary  Frances  Shanahan 
Rolland  Kenneth  Shea 

*  Crawford  F.  Smith,  Jr. 
Hamilton  Smith 

Ida  L.   Smith 

Suzanne  Lawrence  Smith 

Donald  Louis  Stark 

Mary  Virginia  Stenard 
.  ^Edward  Charles  Stotz 

Francis  M.  Stoughton 

Elaine  Phlois  Sullivan 

Russell  H.  Thompson 

Harold  Edward  Tibbetts 
*Lester  Merton  Tibbetts 

Martha  Theresa  Venckus 

Roy  P.  White 

Robert  Walter  Wyman 
*Mildred  Madeline  Wysk 

Helen  Anna  Zak 

Louis  E.  Zankin 
T|*Joseph  John  Zayac 


*  Members  of  Pro  Merito  Society. 

t  Honorary  Membership  Woman's  Club. 

j  Honor  Essayists 

§  Winners  of  Rotary  Club  Athletic  Awards. 

^  Winners  of  Marston  Awards. 
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